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Bring a sweet dish 
and a bottle of 

Champagne, Prosecco 
or wine to share.  

 I Love
Monte
  Vista

Snow in
Monte Vista

We were surprised – shocked in fact – to see snow in 
the San Antonio on the evening of December 7. It wasn’t 
even freezing, but snow came down in big, fat � akes. It 
kept on snowing for hours, accumulating on the ground, 
the shrubs, the trees, and on the roo� ops of Monte Vista. 
Although it was dark and still snowing, folks in happy 
spirits were out on the streets, marveling at the unusual 
sight. 

� e snow was inspiration for our own David Smith 
to take some wonderful photographs for us all to enjoy-
� e Winter Wonderland of Monte Vista.

Sunday, February 11
2 to 4 p.m.

237 W. Huisache
Home of Charles and

Amy Robinson

We’re about to celebrate loyalty 
and support for Monte Vista at the time 
of year when the cycle of renewal typically 
begins automatically. � at renewal cycle for 
our MVHA, however, doesn’t really happen 
without the critical � nancial support of its 
members.

But to so� en the reality of our respon-
sibility, the traditional adage reminds us 
“a spoonful of sugar helps the medicine 
go down”. So, by all means, come join us 
for our next “I Love Monte Vista Party”, 
when all kinds of sweet confections will be 
o� ered for a real culinary adventure at a 
venue that will also be another kind of feast 
for the eyes.

Hopefully, all this sharing of delicious 
food in a unique and sumptuous 
surrounding, in an atmosphere of good 
fellowship, will increase your appetite to 
support the continuation of our social 
programs, and the many other di� erent 
programs that you and I sponsor.

As we plan for future traditional social 
events, projects, observances, etc., we o� er 
members the opportunity of choosing 
among the variety of ways outlined below 
so that we can continue to be a viable 
organization, one that helps its members 
face the challenges of maintaining its 
architectural identity in a rapidly growing
urban dynamic.

� e easiest way to renew is on-line at 
www.montevista-sa.org/involvement. 
You can pay by credit card or mail us a 
check. � ere is also a form on the last page 
of Vistas that you can � ll in and mail to us 
with a check. � ere are also many opportu-
nities for sponsorship of our beloved events 
such as the Easter Egg Hunt, 4th of July 
Parade & Picnic and Landa Boo. We are so 
grateful to our members and sponsors who 
make it possible for MVHA to continue 
with our mission of historic preservation 
and education. 
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Architectural Review
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Membership

Neighborhood Safety/
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Social/Events

Members of Monte Vista 
Historical Association are 
welcome and encouraged 

to serve on the various 
committees. Interested parties 
should contact any member of 

the MVHA Board, the Committee 
Chairperson, or call the MVHA 
Offi ce at 210-737-8212 and 

leave a message.

Contact Us
Monte Vista Historical Association

P.O. Box 12386
San Antonio, TX 78212

(210) 737-8212 

Visit us at our website
www.montevista-sa.org 

E-mail info@montevista-sa.org

Important Neighborhood Numbers

City of San Antonio Customer Service
(7 am to 11 pm, 7 days a week)

Dial 311

Councilman Roberto Trevino
City Council District 1

1310 Vance Jackson Rd.
San Antonio, TX 78201

Field Offi ce 210-207-0900
Email sanantonio.gov/council/d1

SAPD SAFFE Offi cer
Robert Rodriguez

210-260-7479 (cell) or
210-207-SAPD (7273)

Email Robert.Rodriguez@SanAntonio.gov

Mission Statement
“To encourage the preservation of the 

distinctive heritage of the Monte Vista area; 
to keep the physical identity of this late 

nineteenth-early twentieth century district 
intact; and to educate the public, especially 
the youth, with knowledge of our inherited 
neighborhood values which contribute to a 

wholesome urban environment.”
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Vistas is the quarterly newsletter of
Monte Vista Historical Association. 

We value your comments on the contents.  
Story ideas and suggestions are welcome.

Dear Friends & 
Neighbors,

Happy New Year! 
Happy 45th Birthday to 

Monte Vista and Happy 300th Birthday to San 
Antonio! It’s going to be quite a year.

 � ank you for your service to those rotating 
o�  the board. A special thank you to Dolly 
Holmes for such strong and steady leadership 
for the past year. 

 Welcome to our new board members and 
appointees Arnold Flather, Martin McReynolds, 
Michelle Casillas, Bruce Liesman, Bob Wise, 
and James Patrick. � anks to Paula Bondurant 
for being the new Landa Library liaison and 
Laura Baucum for serving as the liaison with 
the San Antonio Public Library Foundation. A 
special thanks to Tertia Emerson for keeping up 
with the messages, emails, and any information 
necessary to the running of our o�  ce plus being 
a wealth of information on the history of the 
association.

 Highlights from 2017 include another 
successful Easter Egg Hunt, gathering done in 
record time, a very fun 4th of July Parade and 
then a tremendously successful Landa Boo! 
During the time between June and September, 
Landa Library went through renovations inside 
and out. Do go in and admire the excellent new 
look and layout of the library. 

 Our website was a big help with the Home 

Tour. People were able to purchase tickets ahead 
of time for both the Tour and the Gala. � e 
Gala was such fun at the amazing home � lled 
with the warm hospitality of Henry Muñoz 
III and Kyle Ferari. � e Home Tour was a 
great success and we heard 
many positive things about 
being able to walk. � ank 
you to Ryan Reed for your 
amazing organizational 
skills in having it all run 
smoothly and all those that 
volunteered in the homes 
and the wonderful Fishman, 
Hixon and Bankler families 
for sharing their beautiful 
homes.

 We have several ideas for 
fundraising this year. Since 
this is not a ‘home tour’ year 
we need some income to 
o� set expenses. If you have 
some ideas, please share!

 Councilman Treviño along with San Antonio 
Police and several neighborhoods, including 
River Road continue to work on keeping our 
neighborhoods safe. By working together, we 
are able to make a di� erence. We look forward 
to continuing this in the future and appreciate 
all Councilman Treviño and his sta�  do to help 
District 1. Also block captains are back thanks 
to Robin Teague and Dolly Holmes who worked 

hard and persevered.
 A security service is now present in the 

neighborhood. Anyone who is interested in 
adding their house to the security patrol should 

contact Angela Farris or 
Maritza Miranda at Texas 
Lawmen Security Service. 
� eir o�  ce number is 
210-690-1212. � e fee is 
$30 a month and is billed 
quarterly. 

 Zoning was a big presence 
on our agendas this past 
year. Tony Garcia wins the 
award for being the one to 
watch and make sure things 
remain as they should. 
We also thank Summer 
Bruington for her work 
with the legal aspects. � at 
continues to be something 
we are all watching…so 

please continue to read those e-mails.
� anks to all those that worked on 

committees, opened their homes, walked a 
block, made a call or attended a meeting. Your 
service and membership support continue to 
make this neighborhood a special and a vibrant 
part of our city. 

Yours in community,
Melody Hull

President’s Winter LetterHoliday Party and 
December Board Meeting

Melody Hull

Thank You  2018 SPONSORS
Thank you for your support of the Monte Vista Historical Association

Vistas is made possible by a gift from the John & Florence Newman Foundation. 

Major Support from
HEB

TIM & KAREN HIXON
JOHN & FLORENCE NEWMAN 

FOUNDATION
SOUTH TEXAS MONEY MANAGEMENT

Lifetime Members
John & Ruth Agather               

Ernest & Aimee Bromley       
Barbara C. Chittim                                                                   

Joyce & Jack Coleman          
Cynthia Combs & Bruce Birdsall
Catherine & Thomas Cummins

Robert Esterl                                                  
Ross Omar Garcia & Mary Nelda Valadez

Jane & Chris Holland

Alexander B. Kenton. M.D. & Candace C. 
Kenton, M.D.

Clint & Marline Lawson                                                  
Selina & Pat Maloney            

Danny Markson                                                                      
Dana G. McGinnis

Mark Miller & Deborah Large
Kendall & Bauchy Newburn  

Dr. Virginia Newton & Alvin Schmid
Sharon & Bill Noe                                                  

Victoria Rico                                                   
Jose Rodriguez & Bobby Stone

Kelly & McLean Russell
Dr. Clay & Donna Skinner     

David & Pam Thomas            
Ann Van Pelt & John McCusker
Katharine & Raymond Welder

Lifetime Sponsors
Jerilyn Blanchard                                                                         

Colleen Casey & Tim Maloney
Charles & Carmen Castro

Bill Crow & Margaret Anderson
Jessica Erin Elliott                                                                        

George "Tim" C. & Karen Hixon                                                                                  
Cappy Lawton

Rick & Jane Lewis
Henry R. Munoz, III                                                                   

Ann Juen & John E. Newman, Jr.
Claire O'Malley                                                

Antonio & Daniela Serna

Founders Fund
In memory of Emily Thuss 

Tao Bennett
Trudy and Paul Kinnison

Barbara Stevens and Jim Dawes

In memory of Margo Whitt Olson 
George A. Olson

In Honor of Virginia and
Gus Van Steenberg

Dru Van Steenberg and Timothy Cone

In memory of Fred N. White
Rosanne White

Annual Meeting 
MVHA held its Annual Membership Meeting on Sunday, October 15, in 

the Fellowship Hall of Laurel Heights United Methodist Church. President 
Dolly Holmes gave a report on the various activities of 2017. Catherine 
Hernandez, Planning Manager with the City of San Antonio, gave a report 
on new zoning initiatives. 2018 O�  cers were elected, as follows:

Melody Hull, President
Ryan Reed, President-elect
Summer Greathouse, Treasurer
Leith Asking Negley, Recording Secretary
Teresa Nunns, Corresponding Secretary

Also elected were New Directors James Patrick and Bob Wise. � anks 
to all! 

Save the Dates

I LOVE Monte Vista Party:
February 11th with the

2018 Fiesta Metal unveiling

3rd � ursdays:
January 18th

February 16th
March 15th
April 19th
May 17th

Check the webpage for
 exact locations.



Support Monte Vista. Join today.

Monte Vista 2017
Fall Home Tour

Avenue of the Cattle Barons

Cocktail Gala

� e 2017 Home Tour was a success, with over 450 people in 
attendance. � e homes, located at 102, 114, and 119 E Kings 
Highway, were some of the most stately and most renowned in 
Monte Vista. With each home adjacent to one another, we were 
able to try a new format this year – blocking the road to vehicular 
tra�  c to have a pedestrian-friendly event, with a central tent 
where people could convene. 

Attendees had the opportunity to see the inside of three truly 
grandiose homes – all of which have undergone recent restora-
tions by their current owners, who went to painstaking lengths to 
retain the original architectural details. 

In addition to the traditional self-guided tour of the homes, 
we o� ered a history talk by neighborhood historian, Gerry Frost, 
followed by a guided history walk, along Kings 
Highway. We heard plenty of positive feedback 
from those who were able to attend one of the two 

sessions during the day, which focused on the history of 
Kings Highway and the Summit Place Development, as 
the area was originally known.

� roughout the day, we had entertainment provided 
by the Tagnabbit Barbershop Quartet, as well as by swing 
dancers from Alamo City Swing, at the main tent. We also 
had food available for those who wanted to take a break, 

and get a refreshing bite to eat before returning to the celebrated 
homes for more tours. MVHA had a booth selling � esta medals 
from past years, and � e King William Association was o� ering 
its new book for sale, � e King William Area.

“� ank you” to the Banklers, the Hixons, and the Fishmans, 
for opening their homes to this year’s attendees. And a hearty 
“� anks!” to all of those who volunteered, spending many hours 
to make sure everything would come together on the day of the 
Home Tour. And � nally, ”� ank you!” to all of our wonderful 
sponsors who made this year’s tour possible, and who o� ered the 
� nancial support that has allowed the MVHA to continue to give 
back to the community. 

Colonial Revival

South Texas Money Management
John Newman Family Charitable Fund

of the SAAF

Mission Revival
Ann Van Pelt,

Realtor Phylis Browning Co.
Jill Torbert and Vincent Johnson

Arts & Crafts
Alamo Hardwoods

Laura and Michel Baucum
Paul B. Carter

Christ Episcopal Church
En Su Casa Caregivers

Susann and Richard Fishman
Gibson Plumbing Co.

Betsy Homan Interior Design
Dennis Karbach and Robert Brown

Robert and Beatriz Krivda
Jane and Rick Lewis

Pat Maloney, Jr.
Daniel B. Markson

Ryan and Elizabeth Reed
Kathryn and Christopher Scruggs

Pam and David Thomas
Dru Van Steenberg and Tim Cone
Virginia and Gus Van Steenberg
Whitestone Wealth Management

Queen Anne
Allen and Allen Co.

Paula and Ed Bondurant
Thomas Bradley and Associates
Veronica and Ruben Escobedo

Guarantee Plumbing & Air Conditioning
Melody and Andy Hull

Risto Hurme, DDS and June A. Hurme
Rudy’s Custom Upholstery

Schnabel’s Hardware

Friends
Alamo Plants and Petals

Arthur Pfeil Flowers
Azar Family Distilling

Creative Floral Designs by Helene
Freetail Brewing

HEB
Reneé Herry Interiors

Gloria Kemper
No. 9 Florals, Chocolates & Gifts

Uptown Flowers
Vollmer Electric

Special Thanks to Our 2017 Home Tour Sponsors

Support Monte Vista. Join today.www.montev ista-sa.org
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Third Thursdays November

Landa Boo!
On Monday, October 30, the Landa Branch Library 

welcomed ghouls, goblins, ”Elmo’s”, butter� ies, super-
heroes, and more to the building and grounds. We 
celebrated our second annual “Landa Boo!” event. 
� e event was an incredible success! � e children’s 
librarian, Jasmin Salinas, estimated we had about 275 
people altogether. ”Landa Boo!” was planned and 
prepared for over six months.

During the two-hour event, librarians and volun-
teers presented two story times, a puppet show, arts and 
cra� s of all kinds, “� e Mad Scientist’s Laboratory”, 
sensory stations, face painting, the Beethoven Dance 
Band, a variety of games, a magic show, and a costume 
parade. Everyone in attendance had an awesome time! 
Visitors talked about the event for more than a 
week later.

 “Landa Boo!” would not have been as successful 
as it was without our incredible partners: � e 
Monte Vista Historical Association, who worked 
with HEB to purchase refreshments, � e Landa 
Gardens Conservancy board, who donated 
money to help sta�  purchase supplies, and who 
also donated glow-in-the-dark items for visitors 
to take home, � e Landa Branch Friends Group, 
who paid for the Beethoven Dance Band and 
illusionist to be at the Branch for the big event, and 
� e San Antonio Public Library Foundation, who 

allowed use of the porch 
for the puppet show and 
use of very comfortable 
cushions for “the little 
ones”.

 We all had such a fun 
(and exhausting) time 
with the event. “Landa 
Boo 2017” had a fantastic 
turnout! Here’s to an even 
bigger and better event 
in 2018! “� ank you!” to 
everyone who visited and helped out with the program. 
We couldn’t have done it without you!

“No one really gets MV. Either it is 
somehow reviled for being rich people’s 
homes or celebrated for its beauty and 
charm. But the truth is, MV is a complex 
urban space.” Cynthia Spielman

� ere are plenty of opinions on a 
“Transportation-Supportive Land Use” 
(T.S.L.U.) dra�  that is making its way 
toward adoption by the City. It advocates 
for rapid transit and, importantly to Monte 
Vista, housing density and a� ordability to 
support same. � is a� ects zoning, which 
a� ects neighborhoods. Bear with me.

City Planners sometimes talk about 
“exclusionary zoning.” � e thought seems 
to be that the city can create “inclusiveness 
for all incomes within all neighborhoods”. 

People sometimes are critical of Monte 
Vista, saying that it is too expensive: ‘Many 
of us can’t a� ord to buy many of the houses 
here’. So what? Does that mean that the 
expensive houses should be in some way 
deconstructed by the City? Who decides 
how much house you may have?

Cary Moon, city planner and mayor 
of Seattle, has said: "single-family zoning 
is a socio-economic exclusionary tool, 
just as redlining was a racial exclusionary 
tool.” In San Antonio, similar opinions 
have been voiced. But in Monte Vista, 
south of East Mulberry, there are some 
single-family homes whose owners want 
to keep them single-family. Almost all 
these residents are very pleased with the 
chance to rezone from MF-33. � ese 
home-owners thought they just wanted 
to keep their neighborhood recognizable. 
� ey might have been dismayed to be 

told that they were using a tool to “in� ate 
housing costs, increase homelessness, and 
exacerbate racial and economic segre-
gation.” Should the City force these people 
to rent out rooms? How many? To whom? 
At what price? Who decides?

Another city-planning theme that I 
have heard mentioned lately is that cities 
must increase density and walkability in 
their neighborhoods.

So, density and Monte Vista. � is is 
an historic district, unique and arguably 
valuable to the city. People seem to want 
to live here for a variety of reasons, some 
of which probably have to do with space. 
Should historic districts be made to attain 
a density goal that didn’t exist when they 
were built? Should there be no historic 
districts?  

About three years ago, I completed a 
parcel-by-parcel walking tour of my part 
of Monte Vista. I started with Huisache 
between San Pedro and McCullough and 
went south to French Place ditto (where I 
wore out). I found well over twice as many 
apartments, some purpose-built, many in 
former single-family homes, many above 
garages, as single-family stand-alone 
homes. � e apartments do not look at all 
pricy. We also have churches, schools, care 
facilities, o�  ce buildings, restaurants, and 
retail, all of which provide employment 
opportunities. I haven’t done a walking 
tour, but I know there are many apart-
ments near Hildebrand Avenue as well. So, 
are we dense enough? Who decides? 

Walkability and Monte Vista. Monte 
Vista was built as a streetcar suburb. It is 

already walkable, as it was laid out in a grid 
with sidewalks beginning in the 1890’s. 
Close to public transportation? Much 
of Monte Vista is within three blocks 
of San Pedro, North Main, Woodlawn, 
McCullough or North St. Mary’s. For 
Monte Vista’s � rst decades, residents were 
generally dependent on the streetcars of 
the San Antonio Traction Company to get 
to town. 

My point of view is that people pay 
taxes and should generally be le�  to enjoy 
their remaining income as they legally 
please: houses, cars, tithes, savings, private 
schools, shopping at Neiman’s or at Big 
Lots. All those things could be said to 
increase homelessness in a way, simply by 
not dedicating the money to shelter. Why 
emphasize single-family houses?

And so back to the T.S.L.U. I’m for rapid 
transit, certainly. I see the need for city 
planning Also broccoli. But I do wonder: 
what sort of rapid transit, and what kind 
of city planning? How much density? 
Where? What e� ect will it have on nearby 
areas? Plans strictly from City sta� , or 
collaborative? Intrusive or respectful? 
San Antonio must plan for good public 
transportation, and this needs to be done 
carefully. We need to consider carefully 
the what, where, when and how. Let’s ask 
questions and insist on getting answers. 
� e MVHA Board is monitoring this, and 
we surely could use some help. If you are 
interested, please call the o�  ce at 210-737-
8212 and leave a message for Paula. You 
do NOT have to be on the Board.
By Paula Bondurant

HEADS UP!
Monet Vista and the T.S.L.U.

Thank you Mary Arno for hosting a great party.

� e 2018 Fiesta Medal for the Monte 
Vista Historical Association will honor 
San Antonio’s 300th anniversary, as well 
as MVHA’s 45th anniversary. � e medal 
is colorful, bright and fun, an exuberant 
nod to our wonderful, historic neigh-
borhood.

� e medal will be unveiled at the I 
Love Monte Vista Valentine Party on 
February11; it will be for sale for $10. 
You won’t want to miss it, so get it early! 

Don’t forget to bring cash or a check to 
the party, and be the � rst on your block 
to own the 2018 Fiesta Medal! 

MVHA has produced a Fiesta medal 
annually since 2006 when our beloved 
Landa Library was featured. � e inventory 
of our older medals is dwindling. � e 
oldest ones are getting rare. If you need 
one to � ll out your collection, they will 
also be for sale at the Valentine Party at 
bargain prices. Hope to see you all there.

2018 MVHA
Fiesta Medal

Unveiling at

I Love
Monte Vista

Party
February 11
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The quarterly newsletter
of Monte Vista

Circulation about 715 residences.

Space is limited
Deadline to reserve for the

Spring 2018 issue is March 15

Phone 210-737-8212
Email vistas@montevista-sa.org

Architectural Review Committee Meetings
Jan 8 & 22, Feb 5 & 19, Mar 5 and 19
5:30 - 7:00 p.m.
(Second and fourth Monday of the month)
Usual venue site, the Landa Library Annex, may change.
New location TBA

Board Meetings
MVHA Board Meeting
Feb 13 & Mar 13 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.
(Second Tuesday of the month)
Landa Library Annex

Third Thursday Gatherings
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Please bring a bottle of wine and a food item
to share.

March 15
Rooftop of Bushnell Apartments

April 19
231 W. Agarita Ave
Home of Greg and Eva Papay

May 17
To be announced

MONTE VISTA
HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

MEMBERSHIP AND SPONSORSHIP CATEGORIES
MVHA IS A 501 (C)(3) NONPROFIT CORPORATION

FOR ANNUAL ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP DUES PAID THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2018 & BEYOND FOR MULTIYEAR

You may register online at www.montevista-sa.org and pay via either PayPal, Credit Card or offline payment
(send a check after entering your information) or complete this form and mail check made payable to the

Monte Vista Historical Association P.O. Box 12386, San Antonio, Texas 78212. Please print!

DIRECTORY LISTING  A benefit of membership is a printed directory as well as a quarterly newsletter, Vistas.
Please tell us your preference in sharing your contact information in the directory.

Businesses receive a listing on our website and in our directory:

Date: ______________________                                              Indicate  Renewing Member  ______   or a New Member _______

1st Member’s Name: ______________________________    2nd Member’s Name: _________________________________ 

1st Member’s Phone: _____________________________      2nd Member’s Phone: _________________________________

1st Member’s Email: ______________________________     2nd Member’s Email: _________________________________ 

Home Address & Zip Code ___________________________    Mailing Address if different _____________________________

Business Name________________________________   Business Website  _______________________________ 

Contact Name________________________________     Business Address________________________________ 

Annual MVHA Dues $50 per Household
Annual Sustaining Member $100
5 Year Resident Dues $230 (2018-2022)
(New Listing) Annual Student $20
Annual Business Dues $100 (Listed on website and directory)

5 Year Business Dues $450 per Business (2018-2022)

$________
$________
$________
$________
$________
$________

$________
$________
$________
$________
$________
$________
$________

Lifetime MVHA Sponsor $1,000 per Household
Annual MVHA Sponsorship $200 thru $999
3rd Thursday Sponsorship
I Love Monte Vista Sponsorship
Easter Egg Hunt Sponsorship
4th of July Parade & Picnic Sponsorship
Landa Boo Sponsorship

Founders Fund Donation In Memory/Honor of: __________________________________________   $_______________ 

 ____Yes, include our household in the next printed membership directory ____or No, please do not list my information in the directory.

MONTE VISTA NEEDS VOLUNTEERS! CHECK THE VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY OF INTEREST TO YOU
______ I would like to serve on the MVHA board
______ I would like to serve on the following committee(s):

__  Architectural Review
__  Historic Preservation
__  Social

__  Code Compliance
__  Membership
__  Home Tour

__  Communications
__  Neighborhood Safety
        and Services

List a topic or activity for the MVHA board to pursue in 2018: __________________________________________________________________

2018 MEMBERSHIP FORM
Questions? Call 210-737-8212 or Email mail@montevista-sa.org 

Website: www.montevista-sa.org
Payment by PayPal is available or Credit Card is available online.

______ I would like to host a Third Thursday Social at my home.
______ I would like for my home to be featured on the 2019 Home Tour
______ I would like to volunteer to help with:
                    __ Easter Egg Hunt   __ 4th of July Parade & Picnic.

___________________________                                             _____________________________

FOR THE LATEST IN MONTE VISTA VISIT OUR WEBSITE
WWW.MONTEVISTA-SA.ORG

P.O. Box 12386
San Antonio, Texas 78212

Historical Association

M         nte Vista
Historical Association

M  

calendar

Become a Monte Vista
Sponsor in

Sunday, Feb 11
2 to 4 p.m.

237 W. Huisache

Home of Charles and
Amy Robinson

 I Love
Monte
  Vista

Bring a sweet dish and 
a bottle of Champagne, 

Prosecco or wine to share.  


