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Fourth of July in Monte Vista brings out families 
and friends, uniting us all in a spirit of neighborliness 
and good will.

� e parade formed with an assembly of children 
and dogs – and adults who felt like children again. 
Red, white and blue everywhere.

At the Monte Vista patriotic picnic on the 
grounds of the Landa Library, the program 
never gets old. Rev. Jim McClain invoked 
unity and understanding in the name of the 
Universal Creator. We pledged allegiance, 
and we saw that our � ag was still there. We 
felt a swell of pride and our eyes got a little 
bit misty (must have been the allergies.)

We enjoyed hot dogs, cookies, ice cream, 
lemonade and PIE!! � rough it all there was 
plenty of socializing, meeting new friends 
and greeting old. As the Reverend said, we 
should not take our liberties for granted.
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Members of Monte Vista 
Historical Association are 
welcome and encouraged 

to serve on the various 
committees. Interested parties 
should contact any member of 

the MVHA Board, the Committee 
Chairperson, or call the MVHA 
Offi ce at 210-737-8212 and 

leave a message.

Contact Us
Monte Vista Historical Association

P.O. Box 12386
San Antonio, TX 78212

(210) 737-8212 

Visit us at our website
www.montevista-sa.org 

E-mail info@montevista-sa.org

Important Neighborhood Numbers
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(7 am to 11 pm, 7 days a week)

Dial 311
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Robert Rodriguez
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“To encourage the preservation of the 

distinctive heritage of the Monte Vista area; 
to keep the physical identity of this late 

nineteenth-early twentieth century district 
intact; and to educate the public, especially 
the youth, with knowledge of our inherited 
neighborhood values which contribute to a 

wholesome urban environment.”
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Vistas is the quarterly newsletter of
Monte Vista Historical Association. 

We value your comments on the contents.  
Story ideas and suggestions are welcome.

Dear Friends & 
Neighbors,

� is Summer has 
� own by and all the activities of Fall will be 
here before we know it!

While Memorial Day is considered the 
o�  cial start of Summer activities, I think 
the MVHA 4th of July Parade and Picnic is 
the pinnacle event of Summer. And this was 
one of our best! An enormous thank you 
to Cee Parker and the incredible team of 
volunteers he coerced into helping with this 
event. It was a tremendous amount of work 
on a really sweltering day, so extra gold stars 
to the volunteers. Wade and Lisa Caldwell 
along with their darling granddaughters were 
our glamourous Grand Marshals; an honor 
bestowed on this couple for their many years 
of service and support of MVHA. We had our 
largest turnout ever of pie entries and every 
one was a winner. A big thank you also to our 
many wonderful sponsors for food and prizes. 
We couldn’t do this without them! 

Speaking of Fall activities, please remember 
that 3rd � ursdays resume in September and 

our 24th Fall Home Tour is coming up on 
November 4th with a very grand Cocktail 
Preview Party on November 3rd. Please check 
out the article in this issue for more details.

Soon, we will be sending out a survey to 
ask your opinion on educational and social 
activities. We want to know what you would 
like to see in the future to make sure that we 
are providing events that will be helpful and 
informative. It’s short and won’t take you long 
to � ll out. Please participate! 

We are so fortunate to live in the Monte 
Vista Historic District and to have so many 
committed folks over the years who have 
worked hard to maintain the integrity of the 
district in all ways historic, educational and 
social. When I think of the work done by 
MVHA, the incredible restorations done by 
homeowners and businesses; both extensive 
and small, I am simply amazed. All this work 
has led to a pretty special place to live that I 
hope none of us takes for granted. Sometimes 
we might not realize what a special place Monte 
Vista is because many of us tend to live in a bit 
of a bubble or a routine of work, family, church 

and social circles that may not get us out and 
about into other neighborhoods very o� en. 
I had a lovely conversation with friends who 
lived in San Antonio nearly 20 years ago, but 
only for seven years in Monte Vista  � ey have 
lived in many places across the United States, 
but they said they never felt more connected 
to a neighborhood, more pride in their home 
or closer to neighbors than they did here. It 
was a sad day for their family when they were 
transferred to Colorado. � ey don’t miss the 
heat, but they miss Monte Vista and they look 
forward to moving back here upon retirement 
in a couple of years. In my professional career, 
I visit neighborhoods in many areas of San 
Antonio and surrounding communities and 
I am always grateful when I come home 
that I live in neighborhood with diversity of 
architecture, landscaping and people. It truly 
is a gi�  whether one lives here for a few years 
or a lifetime. Please take moment to count this 
blessing! 

With love of Monte Vista,
Dolly

President’s Summer LetterCongratulations to the
Fourth of July Contest Winners

Dolly Holmes

Thank You  2017 SPONSORS
Thank you for your support of the Monte Vista Historical Association

Major Support from
HEB

TIM & KAREN HIXON
JOHN & FLORENCE NEWMAN 

FOUNDATION
SOUTH TEXAS MONEY MANAGEMENT

Annual Sponsors
Milton Amacker

Jim & Molly Branton
Tim & Karen Hixon 

Ron Soele & Jose C. Rodriguez, Jr.
Julie & Damon Van Zandt

Lifetime Sponsors
Jerilyn Blanchard

Colleen Casey & Tim Maloney
Charles & Carmen Castro

Bill Crow & Margaret Anderson
Jessica Erin Elliott 
Tim & Karen Hixon 
La Fonda on Main
Emily Lehmberg

Rick & Jane Lewis 
Ann & John Newman, Jr. 

Claire O’Malley
Antonio & Daniela Serna

In memory of Emily Thuss 
Tao Bennett

Wade & Lisa Caldwell
Paul Carter

Marilyn & Huard Eldridge
W. E. Huebinger
Thomas Karam

Trudy & Paul Kinnison
Laura & Weir Labatt

Lange Poteet & Co. LLP
Janice Payer

Barbara Stevens and Jim Dawes

In Honor of Virginia and
Gus Van Steenberg

Dru Van Steenberg and Timothy Cone

In memory of Gilbert Kissling
Laura and Weir Labatt

In memory of Alicia Guadiana
Laura and Weir Labatt

Vistas is made possible by a gift from the John & Florence Newman Foundation. 

PIE CONTEST
1st: Julie Van Zandt: Apple
2nd: Suzanne Dabbous: Key Lime
3rd: Michelle Giddens: Blueberry

BEST CHILD COSTUME
1st: Della Ann (2 years)
2nd:  Teddy
3rd:  Drake

BEST FLOAT
1st: Respite Home Group –
 Pat Matthews
2nd: Kate Van Zandt,
 Christina and Maxwell Fisher
3rd: Andrew and Chris Wyatt

BEST PET COSTUME
1st: Madison Cahoon
2nd: Suzanne Dabbous
3rd: Ruby Joe Voight

BEST ADULT COSTUME
1st: Kimmie Cahoon
2nd: Debbie Callanan
3rd: Jackie Fagan

Founders Fund
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PARADE AND PICNIC

4th of   July
We are grateful to our

Fourth of July Sponsors: 

HEB

Allgood Electric  Company

Bill Miller Bar-B-Q

Lynn A. Boyd III

Deborah Callanan and Neil Wagner

Laura & Aaron Navarro

Janice Payer

St. Anthony Catholic High School

Maureen & Andrew Weissman

� e message of Independence Day: never take for granted our 
liberties and our freedoms. But also, on a more modest level, we ask 
you not to take for granted your Historical Association. MVHA raises 
the funds and provides the volunteer hours to o� er gatherings like the 
4th of July Parade and Picnic, which so many of us recently enjoyed. 
� is is among a number of other popular annual neighborhood 
events. Additionally, MVHA provides many other bene� ts, chief 
among them, helping safeguard the historic beauty of the neigh-
borhood.

All of this is free of charge to resident Monte Vistans and friends. 
But please don‘t take it for granted. Do your part. Membership dues 
provide the backbone of funding for the Association.  So please join, 
and please don’t forget to continue renewing your membership every 
year. You are also invited to volunteer to serve on the Board, or to help 
with events such as the 4th of July, the Easter Egg Hunt, or the � ird 
� ursday Gatherings. We never have enough help. Be a docent for the 
upcoming Home Tour; we will need dozens of them. 

You are welcome to Monte Vista’s bene� ts, whether you join or 
volunteer. But we urge you to consider giving back.

The irrepressible and irreplaceable
Photographer David Smith in action.

Never Take
for Granted
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2017 FALL HOME TOUR
� is year’s Home Tour on 

November 4 is not to be missed! 
� ree magni� cent mansions on the 
100 block of East Kings Highway 
will be opened for tour. � ese homes 
were built by “Cattle Barons” (wealthy 
cattlemen) in the early part of the 
20th Century, before World War I. At 
the time they were built, these homes 
were the largest and grandest in all of 
San Antonio. Each of these homes has 
been carefully restored in a manner 
re� ecting its original glory. � e tour 
will include information on archi-
tectural details as well as historical 
anecdotes.

An enormous amount of volunteer 

work is required to stage the 
Monte Vista Home tour. More 
than 100 docents will be needed 
to man the houses during the 
tour. Please be a part of Home 
Tour and volunteer for a shi� . 
Contact Home Tour Chairs 
Ryan Reed (ryan@rsreed.com) 
or Teresita Ayala (ayalaconsa@
me.com) to volunteer or for more 
information. 

� e Pre-Home Tour Gala, 
an elegant soiree, will be held 
the evening before Home Tour 
at another spectacular Kings 
Highway home, on West Kings 
Highway and Belknap. 

Pictured are architectural 
details from the homes on tour. Can you guess which ones?
See them for yourself on November 4. Don’t miss it!

www.montev ista-sa.org Support Monte Vista. Join today.

Four alums from Stephen F. Austin HS in Austin. 
(� e year of graduation remains classi� ed.)

Pictured are George Nelson, David Smith,
Wendell Fuqua, and Robin Teague.

Also in the neighborhood, but not shown, Laura Labatt.

Stephen F. Austin Alumni

Third 
Thursdays

May Third Thursday
Thanks to Cynthia and Darien 

McWhirter for opening their beautiful 
Home on West Woodlawn for this event.

MVHA
Founders Fund
With the passing last year of 

Emily � uss, one of our beloved 
founders, the MVHA Board of 

Directors established the Founders 
Fund in 2016. Initially this accom-

modated those wishing to honor the 
memory of Emily � uss. However, 

this fund continues to provide a way 
for members to honor or memori-
alize anyone with a gi�  to MVHA. 
Contributions to this continuous 

fund will help support our mission 
of historic preservation and 
education for years to come. 

Your name and the name of your 
honoree will be listed in Vistas.

Kelso House to Be Restored
In May the Kelso House, on West Craig 

Place and Main Avenue, was donated to 
the Power of Preservation Foundation 
(PoP) by Cappy and Suzi Lawton so that 
it can be restored. � e Lawtons are the 
owners of La Fonda on Main, which is 
next door to the Kelso House. 

� e Kelso house was designed by Atlee 
B. Ayres for Judge Winchester Kelso in 
1906. Ayres, renowned throughout Texas, 
is one of Monte Vista’s premier architects. 

� e Kelso House has been in need of restoration for many years. 
PoP will spearhead the restoration of this historic landmark. PoP is a coalition of 

advocates, businesses, neighborhoods, and agencies organized to promote preser-
vation in our community. PoP, in partnership with the City O�  ce of Historic Preser-
vation, plans for the Kelso House to become a learning lab, a kind of training ground 
for historic restoration. Working with local contractors and educators, hands-on 
programs will be developed. � ese educational programs will o� er invaluable 
experience to cra� smen, students of historic preservation and even do-it-yourselfers. 
Part of the restoration work for the Kelso House will be accomplished in this way.



History of St. Anthony
Catholic High School

Alex Calderon

Nestled in the quiet San Antonio neighborhood of Monte 
Vista, the educational institution now known as St. Anthony 
Catholic High School has a long history. In December 1902 
ground was broken for the San Antonio Philosophical and 
� eological Seminary. � e 23-acre site, three miles outside
of San Antonio, was purchased from the Archbishop of
Oaxaca, Mexico. 

� e seminary opened in 
1905 with a total of eight high-
school level students. � ese 
prospective young priests 
were provided with religious, 
academic and athletic 
education. Students came 
from all around the country, 
including Chicago, New York, 
New Orleans, and the Rio 
Grande Valley. McCullough 
Avenue was extended as far 
as the seminary in 1907. � at 
was also the year that a win 
over the old Main Avenue HS (now Fox Tech HS) led to the � rst 
of many basketball championships.

� e old main building was completed in1903. In 1936 the 
west wing of the building was completed, and heaters were 
introduced for the � rst time. In 1948-‘49, the building was 
substantially enlarged and remodeled . While the original 
chapel remained intact, most of the rest of the original building 
was razed in this process. During the renovation, former army 
barracks were used as classrooms, o�  ces and dinning quarters. 
� e barracks were located where the student fencing center sits 
today. 

As one might expect from an institution with more than 100 
years of history, events both tragic and amusing have occurred. 
In 1928, St. Anthony su� ered a catastrophe when more than 50 
people were stricken with the � u. Nurses and sisters from Santa 

Rosa Hospital 
were on duty 
for weeks and 
the school 
was closed for 
two months. 
Tragically three 
seminarians 
died. 

In 1929, 
the original 
gymnasium, 

known as “the Hive,” and which stood on the ground now 
occupied by the old chapel, was razed, leaving St. Anthony with 
only one � oor for four basketball teams.

St. Anthony was introduced to soccer on October 30, 1944. 
A priest was quoted as saying “the boys from north of the Rio 
Grande, just don’t seem to like it at all”.

� e year 1959 saw a dramatic 
and inspiring incident. A school 
bus carrying the St. Anthony 
football team, was on the way 
to St. Gerard HS when it stalled 
on a railroad crossing. � e bus 
was hit by a diesel locomotive, 
causing several students to 
be hospitalized. However, the 
uninjured football players went 
on to win the game that night.

In October 1958, St. Anthony 
su� ered another loss when � re 
burned down “� e Hive,” now 
known as Antoine Hall a� er

Fr. Antoine. 
On May 23, 1961 the new Chapel was completed, and Fr. Paul 

Mabry celebrated the � rst mass. Today, students begin every 
school day in the Chapel, and a mass is held weekly for students 
and quarterly for both the school community and its neighbor-
hoods.

In 1995 an agreement between the University of the Incarnate 
Word and the Oblates of Mary Immaculate created the St. 
Anthony Catholic High School for boys, and management was 
transferred to the university. A� er 90 years, the institution was 
no longer a seminary.  However, the long, proud history of the 
seminary is infused into the high school. 

In 2003, the high school became co-educational as 47 young 
women were admitted. Today, St. Anthony Catholic High 
School is a vibrant campus challenging students to participate 
in the total program of the school: an integration of academics, 
athletics, Christian services, community activities and spiritu-
ality. � e schedule allows students to learn time management, 
organization, self-discipline and responsibility.  St. Anthony 
encourages active involvement in the school programs, 
preparing students to accept the challenge of a life of Christian 
service.

St. Anthony Catholic High School o� ers a full and
comprehensive boarding program for students in grades 9-12.  
Countries represented in our boarding program are China, 
Taiwan, Korea, Spain, Mexico, U.A.E., Japan, Canada,
and Nigeria.

www.montev ista-sa.org Support Monte Vista. Join today.
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Circulation of about 750 residences.
We welcome your donations.

For information:
Phone 210-737-8212

Email vistas@montevista-sa.org

ARC Committee Meetings
(5:30 - 7:00 p.m.)
Sept 12 & 25, Oct 9 & 23, Nov 13 & 27
(Second and fourth Monday of the month)
Landa Library Annex

Board Meetings
(6:30 - 8:00 p.m.)
MVHA Board Meeting
Open to the public
Sept 11, Oct 9, and Nov 13
(Second Tuesday of the month)
Landa Library Annex

Third Thursday Gatherings
(6:30 - 8:30 p.m.)
Please bring a bottle of wine and a food item
to share.

September 21
Home of Rick Noll and Diane Abdo
331 W. Kings Hwy

The venues for October, November and December 
Third Thursdays have not been announced.  Watch 
for your email blast for this information.

MVHA Annual Meeting of Membership
Sunday, October 15
Location to be announced.

Monte Vista Pre-Home Tour Gala
Friday evening, November 3  

Monte Vista Fall Home Tour
Saturday, November 4

MONTE VISTA
HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

MEMBERSHIP AND SPONSORSHIP CATEGORIES
MVHA IS A 501 (C)(3) NONPROFIT CORPORATION

FOR ANNUAL ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP DUES PAID THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2017 & BEYOND FOR MULTIYEAR

You may register online at www.montevista-sa.org and pay via PayPal or check or complete this form and mail check made payable to the
Monte Vista Historical Association P.O. Box 12386, San Antonio, Texas 78212. Please print!

DIRECTORY LISTING  A benefit of membership is a printed directory published in odd numbered years as well as a quarterly newsletter, Vistas.
Please tell us your preference in sharing your contact information in the directory.

Businesses receive a listing on our website and in our directory:

Date: ______________________                                              Indicate  Renewing Member  ______   Or a New Member _______

1st Member’s Name: ______________________________    2nd Member’s Name: _________________________________ 

1st Member’s Phone: _____________________________      2nd Member’s Phone: _________________________________

1st Member’s Email: ______________________________     2nd Member’s Email: _________________________________ 

Home Address & Zip Code ___________________________    Mailing Address if different _____________________________

Business Name________________________________   Business Website  _______________________________ 

Contact Name________________________________     Business Address________________________________ 

                                                                                                     Business Phone _________________________________ 

Annual MVHA Resident Dues $40 per Household
5 Year Resident Dues $180 (2017-2021
Non-Resident Resident Dues $60 per Household
(New Listing) Annual Student $20
Annual Business Dues $75 per Business
5 Year Business Dues $325 per Business (2017-2021)

$________
$________
$________
$________
$________
$________

$________
$________
$________
$________
$________
$________
$________

Lifetime MVHA Resident Dues $1,000 per
Household Annual MVHA Sponsorship $100 thru $999
3rd Thursday Sponsorship
I Love Monte Vista Sponsorship
Easter Egg Hunt Sponsorship
4th of July Parade & Picnic Sponsorship
Landa Boo Sponsorship

Founders Fund Donation In Memory/Honor (circle one) of: _________________________________   $_______________ 

 ____Yes, include our household in the next printed membership directory ____or No, please do not list my information in the directory.

MONTE VISTA NEEDS VOLUNTEERS! CHECK THE VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY OF INTEREST TO YOU
______ I would like to serve on the MVHA board
______ I would like to host a Third Thursday Social at my home.
______ I would like for my home to be featured on the 2017 Home Tour
______ I would like to volunteer to help with:
                    ______Easter Egg Hunt ______4th of July Parade & Picnic.

______ I would like to serve on the following committee(s):               

______ Architectural Review
______ Historic Preservation
______ Social

______ Code Compliance
______ Membership
______ Home Tour

______ Communications
______ Neighborhood Safety
                    and Services

List a topic or activity for the MVHA board to pursue in 2017: __________________________________________________________________

2017 MEMBERSHIP FORM
Questions? Call 210-757-8212 or Email mail@montevista-sa.org
Website: www.montevista-sa.org  Payment by PayPal is available.

Support

FOR THE LATEST IN MONTE VISTA VISIT OUR WEBSITE
WWW.MONTEVISTA-SA.ORG

P.O. Box 12386
San Antonio, Texas 78212
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