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MVHA’s April � ird � ursday Gathering (actually 
on the third Monday this time) took place at Schna-
bel’s True Value Hardware Store, hosted by owner 
Michael Catcott. � e Fiesta Party coincided with 
Schnabel’s 75th Anniversary, and Michael and his sta�  

went all out for us, decorating the store, providing 
catered food and special sweets, o� ering DYI demon-
strations, and giving attendees a Schnabel’s � esta 
medal. We are extremely grateful to Michael and his 
sta�  at Schnabel’s for this wonderful event.

MVHA Fiesta Party
at Schnabel’s

2017 MVHA 
Fiesta Medal

� e 2017 Monte Vista Historical Association Fiesta 
medal depicts the home of Teresita and Miguel Ayala 
on East Magnolia. � e medal is a fundraiser for MVHA. 
We are very grateful to Je� erson Bank for underwriting 
the cost of the medal production, as they have done for 
many years past. � anks also to Teresita and Miguel Ayala 
for their generous donation, and to Michael Catcott and 
Schnabel’s Hardware for selling our medals. � e medals 
were a popular success, and were almost sold out.
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Members of Monte Vista 
Historical Association are 
welcome and encouraged 

to serve on the various 
committees. Interested parties 
should contact any member of 

the MVHA Board, the Committee 
Chairperson, or call the MVHA 
Offi ce at 210-737-8212 and 

leave a message.

Contact Us
Monte Vista Historical Association

P.O. Box 12386
San Antonio, TX 78212

(210) 737-8212 

Visit us at our website
www.montevista-sa.org 

E-mail info@montevista-sa.org

Important Neighborhood Numbers

City of San Antonio Customer Service
(7 am to 11 pm, 7 days a week)

Dial 311
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1310 Vance Jackson Rd.
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Field Offi ce 210-207-0900
Email sanantonio.gov/council/d1

SAPD SAFFE Offi cer
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210-260-7479 (cell) or
210-207-SAPD (7273)

Email Robert.Rodriguez@SanAntonio.gov
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“To encourage the preservation of the 

distinctive heritage of the Monte Vista area; 
to keep the physical identity of this late 

nineteenth-early twentieth century district 
intact; and to educate the public, especially 
the youth, with knowledge of our inherited 
neighborhood values which contribute to a 

wholesome urban environment.”
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Vistas is the quarterly newsletter of
Monte Vista Historical Association. 

We value your comments on the contents.  
Story ideas and suggestions are welcome.

Dear Friends & 
Neighbors,

Spring is here and 
that means we are celebrating all kinds of fun 
things in Monte Vista like I Love Monte Vista, 
Easter, Fiesta and of course � ird � ursday. I 
hope you have enjoyed all these magni� cent 
events with your friends and neighbors. � ese 
traditions are just a few of the things that make 
Monte Vista such a special place to live.

A very special celebration was held on May 
6 to reveal the restored planter at the Landa 
Library. Please stop by to see the restoration. 
It is fabulous!  A huge thanks to the many 
sponsors and underwriters for helping to 
make this possible. We are excited about the 
possibility of a seating and gathering area 
that is planned around the planter. Wouldn’t 
this be a lovely addition to this very special 
piece of the property?  � e Landa Gardens 
Conservancy is working on plans and 
fundraising ideas. Details coming soon!

 We are trying to wrap up our membership 
drive for 2017. Have you renewed your 
membership?  If not, be on the lookout for a 
reminder letter along with information on how 
to renew.  Super easy on the MVHA website 
at www.montevista-sa.org/involvement/
membership Joining or renewing your 
membership is how we keep this great 
organization going along with many hundreds 
of volunteer hours. If you haven't taken care of 
this or you have a new neighbor that might not 
have yet joined, please take a few minutes to 
complete the process or invite your neighbor 
to do so.

� e Block Captain Program is being 
revitalized! � is program was popular and 

active in the early days of MVHA, but over the 
years it has kind of disappeared.  Some streets 
have a loose form of block captains, but we are 
working to bring back the program throughout 
the district. Robin Teague, new head of the 
Neighborhood Safety and Security Committee, 
has some great ideas that are simple, neighborly 
and will help us all keep a closer eye out for 
each other.  If you are interested in helping, 
please contact us at mail@montevista-sa.
org with your name, contact information 
and your address.  Our goal is to � nd a block 
captain for every block in Monte Vista.  We will 
be holding an informational meeting soon to 
discuss the program.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
You won’t want to miss any of these events!

4TH of JULY PARADE
and PICNIC
One of Monte Vista’s most beloved events. 
Please plan to join the fun of the parade, 
costumes, decorating a wagon or bike, cheering 
along the parade route, the picnic, the pie 
baking contest (my personal favorite!), hot 

dogs, lemonade and just good old fashioned 
fun!  Our Grand Marshals this year are Wade 
and Lisa Caldwell. � is couple has dedicated 
many years of service to MVHA both with 
their time, money and opening their home 
for many years to celebrate the Home Tour 
volunteers and home owners.

24th FALL HOME TOUR
Co-Chairs, Ryan Reed and Teresita Ayala, 
have a great tour planned this year. See the 
article in this issue for details. � is is our big 
money making biennial event so it is critical 
to the � nancial health of MVHA that it is a 
smashing success. We will need a small army 
of volunteers, so please o� er your help. We are 
also still looking for one more home for the 
tour. If you can help, please let us know as soon 
as possible!

Before I close, I want to give thanks and 
recognition for several special April events: 

Summer Greathouse and her volunteers 
pulled o�  another fun Easter Egg Hunt at 
the Landa Library. � anks to Laurel Heights 
Methodist Church for helping with cra� s and 
popcorn, and thanks to HEB for their generous 
donation.

� ank you to Je� erson Bank, Rosanne 
White and Teresita and Miguel Ayala for our 
beautiful Fiesta Medals! And to Schnabel's for 
selling them! A huge thank you to Schnabel's 
Hardware and their neighboring stores for a 
FANTASTIC � ird � ursday in April!  

Please remember to support the small 
businesses in our neighborhood. � ey depend 
upon us as we depend upon them! 

With love of Monte Vista,
Dolly

President’s Spring LetterMVHA Fiesta Party at Schnabel’s Dolly Holmes

Thank You  2017 SPONSORS
Thank you for your support of the Monte Vista Historical Association

Major Support from
HEB

South Texas Money Management
Tim & Karen Hixon

Annual Sponsors
Milton Amacker

Jim & Molly Branton
Ron Soele & Jose C. Rodriguez, Jr.

Julie & Damon Van Zandt

Founders Fund
In memory of Emily Thuss 

Wade & Lisa Caldwell
Paul Carter

Marilyn & Huard Eldridge
W. E. Huebinger
Thomas Karam

Laura & Weir Labatt
Lange Poteet & Co. LLP

Janice Payer
Barbara Stevens

Laura and Weir Labatt

Memorials
In memory of Alicia Guadiana

Laura and Weir Labatt

In memory of Gilbert Kissling
Laura and Weir Labatt

Lifetime Sponsors
Jerilyn Blanchard

Colleen Casey & Tim Maloney
Charles & Carmen Castro

Bill Crow & Margaret Anderson

Jessica Erin Elliott 
Tim & Karen Hixon 
La Fonda on Main
Emily Lehmberg

Rick & Jane Lewis 
Ann & John Newman, Jr. 

Claire O’Malley
Antonio & Daniela Serna

Vistas is made possible by a gift from the John & Florence Newman Foundation. 
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Valentine Party
and Membership Drive

Many thanks to Bruce and
Anna Liesman for opening their 

beautiful home for this event.

ILove
Monte
Vista



Third 
Thursdays
March Third Thursday

Rooftop of Bushnell Apartments. 
Many thanks to Rick and Milly Clark 

for the use of this beautiful venue.

www.montev ista-sa.org Support Monte Vista. Join today.

Tier 1 Neighborhood Coalition
We Are That Old Lady

Paula Bondurant

Stop me if you’ve heard this one —
 Scout Leader: Who did a good deed today?
 Good Scout Rudy: I did, I did!! I helped an old lady cross 
the street!!!
 All the other Scouts:  I did too!! I helped her too!!!
 Leader: Why in the world did it take all of you to help one 
old lady cross the street?
 Scouts: She didn’t want to go!!!

� is little allegory refers to the City Planning Department, the 
San Antonio Comprehensive Plan, Monte Vista, and the rapid 
development taking place in our general area. In Spring 2016, 
a� er working on the historical preservation segment of the 
Comp Plan, people living in Monte Vista joined people living 
in four or � ve other neighborhoods close to downtown to form 
a loose group called the Tier 1 Neighborhood Coalition. We 
all realized that signi� cant undesirable changes were coming 
toward us unless we hollered. We did holler, and we got several 
parts of the plan amended. Since then, the T1NC has grown to 
approximately 30 neighborhoods. It now includes, just to name 
those nearest in location and perhaps in spirit to us, Mahncke 
Park, River Road, Tobin Hill, Alta Vista, Beacon Hill, Keystone, 
Je� erson/Monticello, Dignowity Hill, and King William.

� e basic idea is to encourage the city to follow its own rules 
on zoning and development, including the recognition that 
neighborhood plans, Monte Vista’s included, adopted by various 

City Councils as ordinances have the force of law and must be 
adhered to. Members of T1NC have joined together, and joined 
other organizations, to promote this. We have fought and won 
cases on signage and historic designation. We are working on 
transportation corridors (e.g., San Pedro) and more signage. 
Councilman Roberto Trevino has been very supportive; he 
has helped us place T1 members on some of the boards and 
commissions which advise the City. We are opposing a recently 
introduced Texas House Bill (#3418), which would greatly facil-
itate demolitions; State Representative Diego Bernal, adamantly 
opposing this bill, is working with us.

Monte Vista’s great good fortune is to have had strong leaders 
who did the vast amount of work to get us designated as a 
historical district; this gives MV considerably more protection 
against those who would like to tell us what will be done here. 
We are also extremely fortunate in our neighbors: Tier 1 has 
introduced me to a group of talented, informed, and deter-
mined citizens (not all women). � ey help us, we help them. 
It’s quite simple in concept, but it requires a lot of work to fend 
o�  changes requested by those who, although it’s rude to say so, 
want to turn a buck and go on their way. Many of them are also 
talented, informed, and determined, but their goals o� en are 
not our goals.

� e Scouts at the City indubitably do good and mean well, but 
this old lady wants to decide for herself which streets to cross.

Like an apple, only sweet.  
Like a peach, juicy meat.
Low in calories, rich in pectins,  

Loquats are full of vitamins.
Come on over if you know where I live.  
I've got plenty and am happy to give!

Loquat fruits are in!
Don Mathis

Editor note: Thanks, Don, for your contribution.

Monte Vista Annual Easter Egg Hunt

Thanks to our sponsors
for this event:

HEB
Laurel Heights United Methodist Church

Bruce & Pat Beck
Wade & Lisa Caldwell

Patrick & Diana Coleman
Laura & Aaron Navarro
Kelly & Nellie Shannon



MV Mystery Stones
Mickey Amacker

Not exactly Stonehenge, but Monte Vista does have some 
historic stones that are enveloped in mystery. Several elaborate 
ornamental stone gateways that formerly adorned Monte 
Vista streets no longer exist. Documentation of the timing and 
removal have not been discovered; the location of the stones 
that were removed is also unknown. � ey seem to have disap-
peared without a trace.

In the early 1900’s the area that is now Monte Vista was 
growing, with each stage of development having its own name 
and boundaries. One of these was “Summit Place.” � e northern 
boundary of Summit Place was Kings Highway, west was San 
Pedro, eastwas McCullough, and south was Summit Ave., a 
block west of Howard and south to Agarita. 

In 1906, the city limits of San Antonio had reached Summit 
Avenue. Around this time, Mr. Ed Ross and Company acquired 
the property to be developed as Summit Place. It was purchased 
from Ben Stribling, whose mother, Eleanor A. Stribling of 
French Place, had owned the land in this area. It had been in her 
family since 1852.

A 1907 advertisement for Summit Place stated that “its 
elevation is the highest point of any in the city and an excellent 
view of every part of the city may be had therefrom.” � e ad 
extolled the area’s natural beauty and location, and further 
stated that it would be “developed exclusively for families of 
re� nement and social prominence.”

� e attractiveness of Summit Place was to be greatly embel-
lished by massive, stately gateways of bronze, brass, ornamental 
iron and red Pecos stone. � ere were to be three gates: the 
premier entrance on Howard at Summit Avenue had an 
ornate ironwork arch, manufactured in New York. � is was 
the main entrance because the Trolley line ran down Howard 
Street, and Summit Ave was the end of the line. � e two other 
gates were at each end of Kings Highway, at San Pedro and at 
McCullough. � e entrance gates had pillars and were topped 
with large bronze lamps, ornamental iron, and plates naming 
the thoroughfare. � e gates were to be put in place before the 
homes were built. 

Of those three gateways, only a portion of one still exists. 
When you turn onto East Kings Highway from McCullough, 

you can see the 
picturesque 
remains of 
one of these 
columned 
entrance gates. 
� ere are no 
traces of the two other gates. 

However, we do have documented tale of the San Pedro-
Kings Highway gate. Ann Sims was interviewed a few years 
ago for the Monte Vista oral history program. She was born 
in 1925; she lived � rst on East Kings Highway and later at the 
home built by her father in 1927 at 331 West Kings Highway. 
She remembers that there were no stop signs at San Pedro, so 
when you went out those gates, there was a wreck almost every 
day. She said, “We loved to go to those wrecks. � ese great red 
gates at each end of Kings Highway were real big, and of course 
they weren’t closed in. Finally the police told them they had to 
take them down because they were tra�  c hazards.” So this may 
have been the reason for the dismantling. But when they were 
actually removed is a mystery.

In searching for images of the three Summit place gates, we 
found a 1940 photo of the gate across Howard at Summit with 
its very elaborate ironwork arch, proving the gate still existed 
then. We are not certain when the San Pedro-Kings Highway 
gates were removed. A photo of the McCullough-Kings 
Highway gate shows the bases that remain still had columns and 
lamps as late as 1956. A 1976 picture shows the McCullough 
entrance as it is today, without the pillars and lanterns. 

� e mystery remains as to when these gates were removed 
and where the massive stones were taken. So far, no documen-
tation has been found to reference the removal.Rumor has 
circulated that the stones removed from these gates were used 
to line the paths at Olmos Basin Park.  However our Historian, 
Gerry Frost, who is always looking for a piece of history, took 
me to see them and convinced me that they are not our stones. 
Although the Olmos Basin stones are of rusticated red Pecos stone, 
their form and detail do not coincide with any pictures of the 
original gates. So currently we have no other clues of the mystery.

Landa Library 
Building

to Get Improvements

Our beloved Landa Library is set for 
a face-li�  this summer. � e City of San 
Antonio has dedicated funds to begin 
restorations to the Landa Library Building. 
Ramiro Salazar, Library Director, informed 
the MVHA Board last December that the 
� rst phase of work will begin this year 
and will encompass restoration of exterior 
doors, windows, stucco and balconies. � e 
City is expected to supply further funds in 
next year’s budget for continuing work on 
both the exterior and interior of the Landa.

Seventh Generation Design has been 
engaged to assess the library, identify the 
needed work, and oversee the rehabili-
tation work in an historically responsible 
manner. � ey have identi� ed areas of 
rotten wood on the doors and screens that 
will need replacement. Large, obtrusive 
deadbolts on many of the doors, which 
were not original to the house, will be 
replaced with locks that are more appro-
priate, but equally secure. Cast stone 
elements which decorate the outside will 
be carefully cleaned. � e iron work will 
be cleaned and repainted. Cracks in the 
exterior plaster on the walls have been 
identi� ed. A special elastic formulation 
will be used over the cracks. New paint 
colors for the library will be as close as 
possible to the original colors from 1929.

Cast stone was used for decoration on 
the main door surround, the columns on 
the logia, as well as other areas. � e cast 
stone will be cleaned by hand with brushes 
and specially formulated cleaning agents. 
Cast stone (molded concrete) was popular 
in the 1920s and '30s. � e cast stone 
decorations at the Landa and on many 
other Monte Vista homes were created by 
Hannibal Pianta, San Antonio’s greatest 
cast stone artist. He used the technique of 
carving the clay molds in which he cast his 
concrete creations. 

� e library will be closed for 8 to 
12 weeks through the summer for this 
restoration. All work is expected to be 
completed by the end of September.

Mark Twain, New Dual Language Academy Serving Monte Vistaby Julie Van 
ZandtSurely you saw the � ier on your door?  In the coming 2017-2018 school 
year, Mark Twain Middle School will become Mark Twain Dual Language 
Academy, serving Pre-K through 2nd grade (eventually 8th).  Spring is parents’ 
hand-wringing, school-decision time. Will you opt for this campus? Will 
your child walk, scooter or ride across San Pedro to Mark Twain’s front door 
on August 14, 2017?Supporters are creating a buzz about this new campus 
initiative. As I write this piece, SAISD District 1 School Board member Steve 
Lecholop is ringing my door to ask for myvote on May 6. He answered my 
outstanding question of where the current students willgo. (Seventh graders 
will graduate from this campus alongside dual language kids. Sixth graders 
were returned to their elementary feeder campuses in a prior school year.) 
Over burgers at Chris Madrid’s, a fellow parent at my daughter’s private school 
expressed his strong desire to teach at the newly christened dual-language 
campus.Are Monte Vistans excited? Of Twain’s current student body (309 total) 
only two kids from Monte Vista boundaries attend. � e prior school year, six 
of the 597 students (it had a 6th grade then) were from Monte Vista. Currently, 
there are 158 (Pre-K through 2nd) students committed to the dual language 
academy for the 2017-2018 school year.  Of this number, 24 percent live in 
the Twain attendance zone and eight are from within the historical borders of 
Monte Vista.  SAISD’s requested application deadline has passed, but they are 
still accepting applications.� e dual-language model is an educational trend 
supported by SAISD. Check out SAISD.net for Dr. Mario Ferron’s video on the 
cognitive and cultural merits of this instruction model. Y buenas suertes padres 
con su decision. Go Bearcats!

Mark Twain
New Dual Language Academy 

Serving Monte Vista
Julie Van Zandt 

www.montev ista-sa.org Support Monte Vista. Join today.

Fall Home Tour 2017
� is is Home Tour year! Hard-working Chairs for the event 

this year are Teresita Ayala and Ryan Reed. Five homes on 
Kings Highway will be showcased. � e plan is to close o�  Kings 
Highway and make it a walking tour. � e theme is “Avenue of 
the Cattle Barons.” � e Home Tour will be on November 4. A 
Gala party associated with the event on November 3 will be at 
the home of Henry Munoz, also on Kings Highway. 

Many volunteers are needed to make this a success. � ere is 

an early need house captains and people to help with promotions, 
tickets and publicity. Many docents will be needed as planning 
goes forward. Contact Teresita or Ryan at ayalaconsa@me.com 
or ryan@rsreed.com to volunteer or for more information. 

Donations to Home Tour are especially welcome. On our 
website, click on “Involvement”, then “Sponsor”, scroll down 
to Home Tour 2017. Announcement of further sponsorship 
opportunities will be forthcoming.
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For information:
Phone 210-737-8212

Email vistas@montevista-sa.org

ARC Meetings
(6:30 - 8:00 p.m.)
May 22; June 5 and 26; July 3 and 24
(Second and fourth Monday of the month)
Landa Library Annex

MVHA Board Meetings
(6:30 - 8:00 p.m.)
June 13, July 11, Aug 8
(Second Tuesday of the month)
Landa Library Annex

Landa Gardens May Month
May 12
Owen Duggan’s Music and Camping Tent Time

May 27
Magik Theatre’s Goldilocks & The Three Bears
10 am to 12 pm, grounds of Landa Library. Bring 
blanket or lawn chair

Fourth of July Parade and Picnic
Parade assembles at 9:45 am, corner Howard and 
Lynwood. 
Parade begins at 10am. 
Festivities begin at 10:30 am. 
Picnic at 11 am. Grounds of Landa Library.

Monte Vista  Fall Home Tour
Nov. 3  Pre-Home Tour Gala
Nov. 4  Home Tour

MONTE VISTA
HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

MEMBERSHIP AND SPONSORSHIP CATEGORIES
MVHA IS A 501 (C)(3) NONPROFIT CORPORATION

FOR ANNUAL ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP DUES PAID THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2017 & BEYOND FOR MULTIYEAR

You may register online at www.montevista-sa.org and pay via PayPal or check or complete this form and mail check made payable to the
Monte Vista Historical Association P.O. Box 12386, San Antonio, Texas 78212. Please print!

DIRECTORY LISTING  A benefit of membership is a printed directory published in odd numbered years as well as a quarterly newsletter, Vistas.
Please tell us your preference in sharing your contact information in the directory.

Businesses receive a listing on our website and in our directory:

Date: ______________________                                              Indicate  Renewing Member  ______   Or a New Member _______

1st Member’s Name: ______________________________    2nd Member’s Name: _________________________________ 

1st Member’s Phone: _____________________________      2nd Member’s Phone: _________________________________

1st Member’s Email: ______________________________     2nd Member’s Email: _________________________________ 

Home Address & Zip Code ___________________________    Mailing Address if different _____________________________

Business Name________________________________   Business Website  _______________________________ 

Contact Name________________________________     Business Address________________________________ 

                                                                                                     Business Phone _________________________________ 

Annual MVHA Resident Dues $40 per Household
5 Year Resident Dues $180 (2017-2021
Non-Resident Resident Dues $60 per Household
(New Listing) Annual Student $20
Annual Business Dues $75 per Business
5 Year Business Dues $325 per Business (2017-2021)

$________
$________
$________
$________
$________
$________

$________
$________
$________
$________
$________
$________
$________

Lifetime MVHA Resident Dues $1,000 per
Household Annual MVHA Sponsorship $100 thru $999
3rd Thursday Sponsorship
I Love Monte Vista Sponsorship
Easter Egg Hunt Sponsorship
4th of July Parade & Picnic Sponsorship
Landa Boo Sponsorship

Founders Fund Donation In Memory/Honor (circle one) of: _________________________________   $_______________ 

 ____Yes, include our household in the next printed membership directory ____or No, please do not list my information in the directory.

MONTE VISTA NEEDS VOLUNTEERS! CHECK THE VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY OF INTEREST TO YOU
______ I would like to serve on the MVHA board
______ I would like to host a Third Thursday Social at my home.
______ I would like for my home to be featured on the 2017 Home Tour
______ I would like to volunteer to help with:
                    ______Easter Egg Hunt ______4th of July Parade & Picnic.

______ I would like to serve on the following committee(s):

______ Architectural Review
______ Historic Preservation
______ Social

______ Code Compliance
______ Membership
______ Home Tour

______ Communications
______ Neighborhood Safety
                    and Services

List a topic or activity for the MVHA board to pursue in 2017: __________________________________________________________________

2017 MEMBERSHIP FORM
Questions? Call 210-757-8212 or Email mail@montevista-sa.org
Website: www.montevista-sa.org  Payment by PayPal is available.

Support

FOR THE LATEST IN MONTE VISTA VISIT OUR WEBSITE
WWW.MONTEVISTA-SA.ORG

P.O. Box 12386
San Antonio, Texas 78212
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