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Monte Vista
H I S TO R I C A L  A S S O C I AT I O N

Monte Vista is home to many historic houses, and one of our 
streets is also historically significant. Belknap Place is unique in 
Texas! Monte Vista’s Belknap Place, built in 1914, is the oldest 
surviving concrete street in Texas and one of the oldest in the United 
States. Construction of this street was a 
significant civil engineering achievement. 
Few streets in Texas have been cited for 
their historical significance because most 
streets have a physical life cycle of less 
than 50 years and are often overlaid or 
reconstructed during this time. 

Belknap Place is special because it 
was one of the first roads constructed 
using an innovative and award-winning 
two-layer “Granitoid” process that 
provided superior wearing character-
istics. The granitoid process includes a 
lower layer of coarse aggregate, capped 
by a surface layer of denser, hard basalt 
aggregate. To provide non-slip footing 
for the shoes of horses, the unhardened 
surface was brushed to improve 
traction and scored in a 4 by 9-inch 
pattern resembling bricks. The Portland 
cement used in the construction of 
Belknap Place was manufactured in the area now known as the Alamo 
Quarry Market.

Monte Vista is fortunate the Cement Council of Texas has 
acquired a historical marker recognizing Belknap Place and 
reminding us of a time when horse drawn carriages were transi-
tioning towards a newer mode of transportation: automobiles. For 
example, during 1910, San Antonio first published rules for conduct 
on city streets, focusing on horse-drawn carriages. Automobile 

drivers were expected to stop so as not to agitate a nearby horse 
or mule. 

The Belknap Place Centennial Celebration will be from 10 a.m. 
until 2 p.m. on Saturday, May 21, at the Laurel Heights United 

Methodist Church, between Woodlawn 
and W. Mistletoe. The Cement Council 
of Texas is partnering with the Monte 
Vista Historical Association to celebrate 
the unveiling of the Belknap Place 
Historical Marker to be located on 
Belknap Place between Woodlawn and 
West Mistletoe (adjacent to the parking 
lot of Laurel Heights United Methodist 
Church). A presentation regarding the 
unique history of Belknap Place and the 
unveiling of the marker will be at 11 am.  
Entertainment reminiscent of the period 
is planned, and will include a vintage 
car show with Model T and Model A 
Fords. The San Antonio Fire Museum 
will display their 1927 Fire Truck along 
with firemen dressed in “period-appro-
priate uniforms.” Entertainment will also 
include period music and dancing. The 
event is free to the public and food will 

be available for purchase. This is a family event led by MVHA’s 
Historical Preservation and Education Committee. We look forward 
to seeing you and your family for a day of fun at the Belknap Place 
History Presentation and Marker Dedication!

Sincere thanks to generous sponsorship provided by The Cement 
Council of Texas, Alamo Cement, Ann Van Pelt and Portland 
Cement Company. Additionally, we are grateful to Laurel Heights 
United Methodist Church for the use of their grounds.

San Antonio, Texas

Belknap Place 
Centennial Celebration 

Join the celebration on May 21 to dedicate a historical marker 
on the oldest concrete street in Texas – Belknap Place!

Neighborhood Celebration 10am to 2pm
Historical Marker Dedication and Unveiling at 11am 
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CONTACT US

Monte Vista Office 
(210) 737-8212

Visit us at our website 
www.montevista-sa.org 

E-mail us at 
info@montevista-sa.org
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1310 Vance Jackson Rd. 
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MISSION STATEMENT
Monte Vista Historical Association

“To encourage the preservation of the distinc-
tive heritage of the Monte Vista area; to keep 

the physical identity of this late nineteenth-early 
twentieth century district intact; and to educate 
the public, especially the youth, with knowledge 

of our inherited neighborhood values which 
contribute to a wholesome urban environment.”

MVHA Committees

• Architectural Review
• Code Compliance
• Communications
• Fundraising
• Historic Preservation 

and Education
• Membership
• Neighborhood Safety/ 

City Services
• San Antonio Public Library/

Landa Branch
• Social/Events

Members of Monte Vista 
Historical Association are 
welcome and encouraged to 
serve on the various committees. 
Interested parties should 
contact any member of the 
MVHA Board, the Committee 
Chairperson, or call the 
MVHA Office at 210-737-8212 
and leave a message.

Editor
Rosanne White

Assistant Editor
Dolly Holmes

Photographer
David Smith

Contributors
Cee Parker and Kristen Carmona

Design &Layout
Sherie Johnson and Brad DiBaggio

We value your comments 
on the contents of Vistas.

Story ideas and suggestions 
are welcome and may be mailed to 

Vistas 
P.O. Box 12386 

San Antonio, TX 78212

info@montevista-sa.org

The historic gateway at Howard and West Gramercy suffered signif-
icant damage last November when it was struck by a City of San 
Antonio truck. Long-time MVHA members Jane and Rick Lewis 
immediately took the lead in organizing the repair of this important 
landmark.

The City of San Antonio Traffic and Capital Improvements staff 
took responsibility for covering the cost and were most cooperative 
with MVHA, allowing us to select our own contractor to perform 
the work.

Jane and Rick recruited a widely respected firm, Curtis Hunt 
Masonry Restoration, to complete the repairs. Michael Hunt took 
great care in matching the mortar in color and strength, and searched 
diligently for old brick to match the existing. The gateway is now 
perfectly restored and once again serves as an elegant landmark in 
the Monte Vista Historic District.

Restoration of 
Gramercy Gate 

Cee Parker



MVHA Committees

Craig Place, my street, is 
neither fancy nor fine. 
You could call it quirky. In 
the Monte Vista stretch of 
Craig, we have a doctor’s 

office, a kids’ exchange, and a respite care center; two 
sets of condominiums, one 5-plex (I think it’s 5), and 
two B&B’s; an outstanding school, three parking lots, 
and several more quadruplexes or 5-plexes (it’s hard 
to tell from the street). We have The Castle Arms, 
aka ‘Cinderella’s Palace”’ when seen by a 4-year-old. 
Strictly on Craig (not counting structures facing 
Belknap, Main, or McCullough), we have only about 
14 free-standing single-family residences, one of 
which belongs to Ed and me. There’s a million-dollar 
mansion and a couple of converted carriage houses. 
The oldest house on our street was built in 1891 and 
has murals attributed to Julian Onderdonk. There are 
a couple of Atlee Ayres. One of our homes, built in 

1906, is a popcorn-stucco reminiscent of the Alamo; 
two are the most delightful, deceptively modest-
looking houses you could ever hope to see. Ed’s and 
my house isn’t particularly gorgeous except to us, 
but it was designed (if anybody actually bothered 
to design it---my guess would be that some sturdy 
German contractor built it off the top of his head) to 
be just right where it is, catching the Gulf breezes and 
stashing the heat at the top of its12-foot ceilings. The 
floors are long-leaf pine, about the cheapest flooring 
available in 1900. The beams will hold this house up 
for another hundred years.

And the people! We live near the friendliest people 
ever, and you really can ask for a cup of sugar or a 
stapler, a clove of garlic or a ladder. One family has 
lived in three different houses on the same block. We 
stand around on the sidewalk and chat. When there’s 
an eclipse, we gather in the street to observe it. We 
have a completely unofficial National Night Out in 

front of one of the condos. Craigsmas is our annual 
progressive dinner. Students come and go to SAC 
or Keystone on foot or bikes or skateboards; folks 
walk to get someplace, not only to get exercise. Fire 
engines go by. This February (February!) we were 
puzzled by a carpenter who wore a Speedo while he 
worked and put on overalls when he finished for the 
day. One of his Speedos was black, another royal blue, 
and he was working on a front balcony, extremely 
visible from the street.  A few years ago we felt almost 
famous when an entire---what? a squad? ---bunch of 
FBI vests swarmed the house of one neighbor: white-
collar crime, apparently lucrative. We produce pecans, 
rosemary, peaches, oranges and tangerines, and that’s 
just in our front yards. Who knows what’s in back?

The point is: I hope to spend the rest of my life on 
Craig Place, and I’ll bet your part of Monte Vista is at 
least as wonderful. Think about it, appreciate it, and 
work to keep it great.

PRESIDENT’S SPRING LETTER
Paula Bondurant

Vistas is made possible by a gift from the John Newman Family Charitable Fund of the San Antonio Area Foundation.
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Thank You  

2016 SPONSORS

The “Grande Dame” Known As 
Monte Vista Art and Antique Auction 

Dolly Holmes

Thank you for the wonderful response to our Survey 
Monkey regarding the possible Art and Antique 
Auction in the Fall of 2016!  This was the first Survey 
Monkey we have used with our membership, and 
we were thrilled to see so many people responded.  
Overall, 87% of respondents said they would have 
some level of interest in participating, which is 
wonderful and what we were hoping for.  While many 
folks want to participate, they have no idea what their 

items might be worth.  We can help with that, or more 

accurately, our auction partner can.  We also had 

several members who answered YES! to the critical 

question about volunteering to help organize the 

event.  Thank you and we will be in touch. 

Sometime in June; once Fiesta, Graduation, Mother’s 

Day, Memorial Day and Father’s Day have been 

celebrated, we will be sending out a more detailed 

survey along with answers to questions about how 
this would work, the timeline and the benefits of 
participating.  Many of you said you would partici-
pate, but didn’t know what you had to donate, so now 
is a good time to look around your home and see 
which treasures you might be ready to send to a new 
home.  Remember to browse through your garage, 
attic, basement and storage unit!  Who knows what 
you will find!
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Members Hearts Aflutter! 
At the annual I Love Monte Vista Party

Dolly Holmes

Thanks to all who attended our annual membership drive on 
Valentine’s Day. The sweets were delicious and beautifully presented. 
Our bartenders, Cee Parker and Wendell Fuqua, poured wine 
and champagne like a couple of pros. Paula Bondurant, MVHA 
President, was delighted to greet renewing and new members alike 
as they entered the gorgeous home of Leith and Dick Negley. The 
Negleys decorated their home with pink and red hearts, flowers 
and silver for the event. They also graciously provided a huge and 
beautifully decorated cookie from Lily’s Cookies as a party favor 
for each guest to take home. We can’t thank the Negleys enough 
for their genuine hospitality!

Very special entertainment this year was provided by Aaron 
Prado, Ph.D., on the grand piano accompanied by his father, 
George Prado on the string bass. Later we were treated with the 
beautiful voice of Anna Liesman singing love songs. The music was 
so inspiring that a few members got up to dance!

The purpose of the I Love Monte Vista Party is a membership 
drive and an opportunity to show the love for our beautiful 
historic district. We had a wonderful turnout. Especially welcome 
were several new members with little ones in tow. We love having 
new generations join our older generations for the beautiful 
blend that is our 
diverse neighbor-
hood. We also 
welcomed some 
new business 
members to the 
neighborhood. 
Look for updates 
in our Helpful 
Numbers tab 
on the website 
soon! On behalf 
of the Monte 
Vista Historical 
Association and 
especially the 
M e m b e r s h i p 
C o m m i t t e e 
( E l l a d e a n 
Moreno, Melody 
Hull and Leith 
Askins-Negley) 
THANK YOU!
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I Love 
Monte 
Vista
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Thanks to our 
Easter Egg Hunt Sponsors

HEB 

Laurel Heights

United Methodist Church

John & Florence Newman Foundation

South Texas Money Management

Patrick & Diana Coleman

Cynthia Combs

Laura and Aaron Navarro

Jose Rodriguez Jr. & Ron Soele

Also grateful thanks to high school students 
who volunteered to help from St Anthony, 
Incarnate Word, and Central Catholic, as 

well as other local high schools. 

MVHA’s Annual 
Easter Egg Hunt at the Landa
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Monte Vista’s  
2016 Fiesta Medal

Easter Egg Hunt

This year’s MVHA Fiesta medal featured the beautiful 
French Place home of Frank Garcia and Jennifer Gonzalez.

The fiesta medal is a fundraiser for the Association.  
Thanks to our generous sponsors: 

Jefferson Bank, Monte Vista Montessori School, 
and Frank Garcia.  

We are grateful to On Main/Off Main for selling medals.  
Also thanks to the many people in Monte Vista and 

around the city who purchased medals.
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History of St. Anthony Catholic School
Adapted By: Kristen Carmona, Development Director 2015-2016

St. Anthony Catholic School (SACS) 
was established in 1907 by the Sisters of 
Divine Providence at the behest of neigh-
borhood residents seeking to provide a 
religious education for their children. 
In that year, 20 students were enrolled 
at the first location: 315 W. Woodlawn.  
To accommodate the rapid interest and 
growth in the school, SACS moved to the 
second floor of the Gregory Home on the 
corner of Magnolia and Howard in the 
Fall of 1908.  One year later in 1909, the 
current main building at 205 W. Huisache 
was completed with Frederick B. Gaenslen 
(1869-1941) as the architect.  The new 
brick building carried a cost of $20,000.  
By Fall of 1910, enrollment grew to 110 
pupils.  

St. Anthony Catholic School continued 
to prosper, even through the difficul-
ties before, during and following  World 
War II.  The school offered ROTC, drum 
and bugle corps, fencing, choral club, 
and extracurricular activities such as 
drama and opera, basketball, baseball.  
A “Mother’s Club” was the first parents’ 
organization of its kind in the area. A boarding program was also 
available. Tuition in the 1930’s was $5/month;  music was optional 
for an additional $10/month, and boarding was $35/month.  During 
the war, the military influenced the students’ uniforms. ROTC 
involvement and the service projects were encouraged.  In 1944, 
the children of the school filled gift boxes containing magazines 
and new playing cards for the soldiers, and also sent used clothing 
for relief purposes for European children who were victims of the 
war.  This culture of “service” has been the cornerstone of the school 
community ever since.  

Despite the rapid growth through the 1970’s, enrollment declined 
by the early 1980’s.  That coupled with the aging sisters, led to the 

decision to shut down SACS by 1985.  
However, a group of parents formulated 
a plan to keep SACS open.  At the time, 
tuition was $160 per month for grades 
1 - 8, and $175 per month for kinder-
garten. SACS enrollment was at 129, and 
the school found itself on good financial 
footing after a benefit performance by 
Jim Cullum and the Preservation Hall 
Jazz Band entitled “World Series of 
Jazz.” Without skipping a beat, in 1987 a 
non-profit Board of Directors purchased 
the school’s physical plant from the Sisters 
of Divine Providence.  Things were on the 
up-and-up.

In 1988 SACS became affiliated with the 
University of the Incarnate Word, UIW, 
and was named one of their Brainpower 
campuses. The Katherine Ryan Early 
Childhood Program (KRP) relocated 
from UIW to the SACS campus, where it 
continues today.  KRP was accredited by 
the National Academy of Early Childhood 
Programs in 1989, and serves two-and-a-
half-year olds through kindergarteners.  
The expansion of this program allowed 

enrollment to grow to 210 in 1989.  KRP continues to serve as a 
source of interest for prospective families and allows the school to 
experience growth year after year.

In the Fall of 2000, SACS expanded with the acquisition of two 
properties across the street from the main campus, the current 
Wittig Business Office Building (210 W. Huisache) and the green 
space at the corner of Huisache and Howard.  By 2008, SACS 
commemorated 100 years of faith and education through a 
$5-million capital campaign.  In 2012, the capital campaign allowed 
SACS to construct a state-of-the-art facility to house its middle 
school grades at Huisache and Howard.  Complete with a multi-
functional space, the Larry J. Benson Center for Academic Excellence 
brings together both the history and the future of the school in one 
building. The school has grown from 20 students in 1907 to over 
400 students in 2016!

From abundantly 
blessed beginnings, 
St. Anthony Catholic 
School continues to 
exist 109 years later 
to be an institution 
dedicated to educating 
a diverse student body 
in the Catholic faith, 
Christian values and 
academic excellence.

The following is the second in a series of the histories of schools in the Monte Vista Historic District
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THIRD THURSDAYS
March Third Thursday

Thanks to Jane and Chris Holland for providing 
their beautiful home on Gramercy Place.

Fiesta Third Thursday 
at On Main-Off Main

Thanks to Bill Davis and 
Oscar Camacho for their 

continuing support.
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ARC Committee meetings (5:30 - 7 p.m.)
Architectural Review Committee Meeting 
May 9 and 23; June 13 and 27, July 11 and 25 
(Second and fourth Monday of the month) 
Landa Library Annex

Board meetings (6:30 - 8:00 p.m.)
MVHA Board Meeting 
May 10, June 14, July 12 
(Second Tuesday of the month) 
Landa Library Annex

Third Thursday Gathering (6:30 - 8:30 p.m.)
Please bring a bottle of wine and a food item to share.

May 19 
Home of Teresita and Miguel Ayala, 128 E. Magnolia

No Third Thursday Gatherings through the summer. 
See you in September!

Belknap Place Centennial Celebration
May 21, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Laurel Heights United Methodist Church

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4th of July Parade and Picnic
July 4, 9 a.m. to 12 noon

MONTE VISTA HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION
2016 MEMBERSHIP FORM

For more information, call 737-8212 or visit our web site at www.montevista-sa.org
For Association Membership Dues: January 1 through December 31, 2016

Date: _______________________________ (Please Print)    Renewing Member  ______   New Member _______

1st Name: ___________________________________  2nd Name: ______________________________________ 

Home Address and Zip Code: ____________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address (if different): ___________________________________________________________________

Phone No. Of Choice: _________________________

Email 1: ____________________________________   Email 2: ________________________________________

Please remit to: Monte Vista Membership
P.O. Box 12386
San Antonio, TX 78212

List the top three issues you would like the MVHA Board to address in 2016:

1) _________________________________________________________________________________________

2) _________________________________________________________________________________________

3) _________________________________________________________________________________________

Monte Vista needs volunteers. Please check the following if you are interested:
I would like to serve on the MVHA Board or committee ____________
I would like to host a Third Thursday Social at my home ____________
I would like to volunteer to help with the Easter Egg Hunt or 4th of July Picnic ________
I would like to (list your idea)___________________________________________________________________

MVHA Resident Dues $30 Per Household ________    Five Year Membership $120 ___________
Non MV Resident Dues $40 Per Household _______    Five Year Membership $150____________
Business Membership Dues $50_________________    Five Year Membership $200____________
Lifetime Member $450________________________    Lifetime Member Sponsor $1000 ________
Additional Event Sponsorship (List Event)____________________________________________

Total Amount Enclosed $ Check # ________________  Cash ______  PayPal _______ 

ADVERTISE IN

FOR THE LATEST IN MONTE VISTA VISIT OUR WEBSITE 
www.montevista-sa.org

Monte Vista
H I S TO R I C A L  A S S O C I AT I O N

P.O. Box 12386 
San Antonio, Texas 78212

calendar

Landa Gardens May Month
Free and open to the public

May 7, 10 a.m. 
San Antonio Plastic Brick Co. 
Mother’s Day Lego Crafting

May 14, 10 a.m. 
Story time with Miss Anastasia

May 21, 10 a.m. 
Singer/Songwriter Owen Duggan

May 28, 10 a.m. 
Magik Children’s Theatre


