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FRANKLIN HOUSE RESTORATION
By Tertia Emerson

Miracles can happen in a 
historic district. In the late 
1970s the historic Franklin 
House, designed by the 
venerated courthouse architect 
James Riely Gordon and 
located on the grounds of 
San Antonio Academy, made 
motorists on Main Avenue 
wince in pain at the sight of 
its deteriorated condition, 
which included a fallen-in 
portion of the roof. In the next 
decade, San Antonio Academy 
teachers Dorothy McKinley 
and Mary Everett (daughter of 
historian Don Everett) began 
tireless searches necessary to 
document the house’s history and nominate it for designation in the 
National Register of Historic Places. Eventually in 1985 all efforts 
culminated—by this time with a determined army of enthusiasts 

that were on board from the 
neighborhood, the San Antonio 
Conservation Society and 
alumnae who had lived in the 
house when it was a dormitory 
for the prior school, St. Mary’s 
Hall. A full-blown successful 
fundraising event was held on 
the grounds of the Academy, 
and a 60 page souvenir booklet 
was given to partygoers. The 
booklet’s cover illustration 
was a watercolor painting by 
my mother, Hattie Tucker. She 
took poetic license and showed 
the beloved Monte Vista neigh-
borhood parade winding down 
Main Street and turning into 

the driveway of the Franklin House. Looking back on this resto-
ration miracle, we should always hope for the best for our built 
heritage. It did happen here.

PRESERVATION WORKSHOP SERIES

“A Formula for Rehabilitation Success”
Saturday, April 12, 2014 • Landa Library Annex • 10:00 a.m. to 12 Noon

The workshop will explore the following ingredients for themes 
that contribute to a formula for rehabilitation success.

• Selecting the right design consultant to assist in developing a scope of work 
incorporating preservation standards and guidelines early in a project.

• Understanding the roles of design and planning professionals (architects, 
design/build contractors, landscape designers, and interior decorators) as are 
beneficial to the success of a project.

• Establishing a budget for a project that reflects realistic spatial desires 
respectful of a historic structure’s capacities to facilitate contemporary 
enhancements.

• Becoming familiar with the project and proposal process from gaining 
MVHA Architectural Review Committee endorsement to preparing your 
project submission to the City’s office of Historic Preservation for Certificate 
of Appropriateness.

• Selecting the right contractor(s) as necessary to accomplish a defined scope 
of work, meet a budget, and deliver work within a defined timeframe, while 
minimizing the risk of compromising historic architecture and landscape 
elements of significance.

Presented By: 
Paul Kinnison, Jr. FAIA, Architect 
Rick Lewis, AIA, Architect and Educator
Members: Free Admission
Future Members: $10 per person

For more information, please 
refer the Monte Vista website: 
montevista-sa.org
Events Preservation Workshop Series: 
A Formula for Rehabilitation Success
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CONTACT US
Monte Vista Office 
(210) 737-8212

Please leave a message and your call 
will be returned within a day or two. 
The office is not regularly staffed. 
Anyone who would like to be a full-
time volunteer secretary at the office, 
please phone and leave a message!

Visit us at our website 
www.montevista-sa.org 

E-mail us at 
info@montevista-sa.org

OTHER IMPORTANT 
NEIGHBORHOOD NUMBERS

311 
City of San Antonio Office 

of Customer Service 
Hours 7 a.m. to 11 p.m. 

7 days a week
210-207-0900 

Councilman Diego Bernal 
City Council District 1 

Field Office 
1310 Vance Jackson Rd. 
San Antonio, TX 78201

Monday-Friday: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
 Robert.Rodriguez@SanAntonio.gov 

210-260-7479 (cell) or 
210-207-SAPD (7273) 

SAPD SAFFE Officer Robert Rodriguez

I have had the privilege of knowing Tertia and Arthur 
Emerson for almost twenty five years. They are the proud 
owners of the home situated at 415 East Huisache, the 
featured house in this edition of Vistas. Even though 
we’ve been friends all of this time, I am always amazed 
at what I find out when I am doing the research on 

people’s connection to Monte Vista. Both have long and enduring ties to 
our neighborhood. 

Arthur and I both served on boards together in the early nineties. He was 
the chairman of the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce and I was chairman of 
Free Trade Alliance San Antonio. We spent a lot of time together. We travelled 
to Mexico, Washington, and throughout the region convincing skeptics about 
the merits of NAFTA. In that entire time I had no idea that he and Tertia 
lived just a few blocks from our house and that we had a mutual love of 
Monte Vista.

Tertia has been a dedicated soldier of preservation and Monte Vista 
awareness for a long, long time. She grew up next to 415 East Huisache. 
When you hear her speak of our neighborhood it is like listening to scenes 
from a classic movie. She has a rich sense of humor and the most infectious 
laugh on the planet. Arthur has been an incredible community frontrunner 
for many years. He has held so many leadership positions in key organiza-
tions in the city that they are literally too many to mention. Not only has 
Monte Vista benefited from the work of these selfless neighbors, the entire 
city of San Antonio has too.

EDITOR’S NOTE 

MVHA Committees
• Architectural Preservation
• Architectural Review
• Code Compliance 
• Historic Preservation
• Membership
• Neighborhood Safety 

and Services 
• Preservation Investment
• Trinity University

THANK YOU
Vistas is made possible by a gift from 
the John Newman Family Charitable Fund 
of the San Antonio Area Foundation.

Editor
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Design &Layout
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Contributors
John Agather, Mickey Amacker, Linda 

Daniels, Gloria Kemper, and Diego Bernal

Story ideas and suggestions 
are welcome and may be mailed to 

Vistas 
P.O. Box 12386 

San Antonio, TX 78212

John Agather

FIESTA MONTE VISTA-STYLE
 Bill Davis and Oscar Camacho of On Main–Off Main will host Monte 

Vista’s Third Thursday on April 17. In addition to the usual Third Thursday, 
it’s Fiesta time! Don’t miss this extra-special Third Thursday. Bring a food 
item and wine and enjoy this great party with your friends and neighbors. 
Don’t miss this event, which is always filled with fiesta fun.

Third Thursday 
Fiesta Celebration
On Main-Off Main 
120 West Mistletoe

6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Members of Monte Vista 
Historical Association are 
welcome and encouraged to 
serve on the various committees. 
Interested parties should 
contact any member of the 
MVHA Board, the Committee 
Chairperson, or call the 
MVHA Office at 210-737-8212 
and leave a message.



PRESIDENT’S SPRING MESSAGE
By the time this issue of VistaS arrives at your home, the Monte 

Vista Historical Association will have had its first Preservation 
Workshop Series of 2014. Other Preservation Workshops which 
are being planned this year renews the Association’s commitment 
to fulfill one of its core missions to the community of the Monte 
Vista Historic District. Let’s now reflect on the mission statement 
of the Association and what programs will come to fruition to 
support the quality of life which is expected in Monte Vista.

“To encourage the preservation of the distinctive heritage 
of the Monte Vista area” does not only mean that architectural 
preservation is the only element that defines Monte Vista. As 
important is the family history that has evolved over the many 
decades since the day Monte Vista was platted in 1920. Architecture 
showcases Monte Vista but family history binds Monte Vista. To 
that end, the Monte Vista Historical Association will continue 
its work to collect the Oral Histories of families throughout the 
District. Through the efforts of a dedicated group of volunteers of 
the Historic Preservation Committee, family narratives are being 
compiled with photos thereby developing a rich mosaic of Monte 
Vista history. Later this year, this endeavor will transform into 
Monte Vista’s first ever History Tours, a walking tour enriched 
with compelling stories that will give the participant until now an 
unheard dimension of Monte Vista. We will continue our Third 
Thursdays, our Easter Egg Hunt and 4th of July events that will 
fold our new families into this ever changing tapestry of Monte 
Vista. It’s who we are, families and friends continuing a tradition; 
changing yet remaining the same. 

“To keep the physical identity of this late nineteenth-early 
twentieth century district intact” is the most difficult mission 
to achieve by the Association. To this day, institutional and 
commercial creep has continued to slowly decimate the bound-
aries of Monte Vista and has now slowly snaked its way into the 
core residential fabric of our neighborhood. Adding to the assault 
are architectural structures within our boundaries that have 
continued to deteriorate over the years. We are witnessing archi-
tecture and history fading like print in an old manuscript. The 
challenge for the Monte Vista Historical Association is to muster 
the will of the community and the City of San Antonio to address 
these issues. The Association and the City of San Antonio must 

commit to preserving the architectural integrity of these structures 
and the neighborhood at large. To address these challenges, the 
Monte Vista Historical Association‘s Architectural Review, Code 
Compliance and Neighborhood Safety and Services committees 
will endeavor to work with the City’s Office of Historic Preser-
vation, Development Services Department and the District 1 
Office of the Councilman. By enforcing city ordinances with the 
aim of preserving and not demolishing and introducing rehabili-
tation programs in the District, we protect our residential struc-
tures and inherently, the history of our community. 

“To educate the public, especially the youth, with knowledge 
of our inherited neighborhood values which contribute to a 
wholesome urban environment” is an Association endeavor 
that will be pursued throughout the year. The Association will 
continue to develop a series of Preservation Workshops starting 
with March’s Traditional Residential Landscape and followed 
by A Formula for Rehabilitation Success and You’re a National 
Register Historic District! Now What? The Monte Vista Archi-
tectural Review Committee will do its part in helping our 
community understand the power of preservation by educating 
the homeowners on the current City of San Antonio Historic 
Design Guidelines and its impact on home ownership. Committee 
members will continue to assist the homeowner by evaluating 
their construction designs within the context of the current City’s 
Historic Design Guidelines. 

During May’s Preservation Month, children will be participating 
in the Office of Historic Preservation’s Amazing Preservation Race 
for Kids, an architectural scavenger hunt with an educational twist 
along designated routes throughout Monte Vista. This first-time 
event is co-sponsored by the Monte Vista Historical Association 
and other preservation associations. Finally, the Monte Vista 
Historical Association website will continue to transform itself 
as an instrument of information and education as we place more 
of “who we are” on its pages for the community and the public at 
large. So please check us out at www.montevista-sa.org.

Sincerely, 
Antonio (Tony) Garcia 
President  
Monte Vista Historical Association

MVHA Committees

Support Monte Vista. Join today.
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May is Landa Gardens Month
All Events are free and open to the public. 

Performances and activities begin at 10 a.m.

Saturday, May 3      Folklorico Mestizo, Escuela de Baile Folklorico

Saturday, May 10    Storytime with Miss Anastasia

Saturday, May 17    “Art in the Park” Community Project

Saturday, May 24    Owen Duggan, children’s singer/songwriter

Saturday May 31     Magik Children’s Theatre, 
              performing Jack and the Beanstalk

April 19, 2014 
10:00 am – 12:00 pm

Bring a basket to collect eggs filled with candy and prizes!

Ages 0 to 12 years of age with Golden eggs in each area.

Landa Library Grounds 
233 East Bushnell

Annual Easter Egg Hunt
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415 East Huisache 
By John Agather

415 East Huisache is what is commonly referred to as a 
Hollywood Bungalow style house that sits in one of the most 
wonderful parts of Monte Vista. Located in the southeastern part 
of our historic district, this enclave can best be described as idyllic. 
Amazingly this corner of Monte Vista has survived the ravages of 
time and industrial destruction just north of it that wiped out a 
whole block of homes for what is now a parking lot.

Tertia Emerson knows 415 East Huisache very well. She grew up 
next door. The daughter of a golf pro father (Woodrow “Woody” 
Tucker) and noted artist mother (Hattie Tucker), Tertia grew up 
in a neighborhood full of children’s laughter. The neighbors next 

door were the Thurmond’s who had raised three boys at 415 East 
Huisache. Originally built in 1923, the Thurmond’s were the first 
owners of the property. When the boys were young, the neigh-
borhood adopted a wandering donkey and everybody took care of it. 
Most likely the donkey ventured away from Brack-
enridge Park. The proximity to the San Antonio 
Zoo also afforded Tertia the unique experience 

of listening to 
the lions roar at 
night and, unfor-
tunately, also 
the screeching 
peacocks. Across 
the street there is 
a triangle shaped 
park where Tertia’s 
father used to 
practice chip 
shots. Neighbors 
knew to go to the 
park when he was 
there and he’d 
dispense free golf tips. 

Tertia and Arthur met on a blind 
date. After they were expecting 
their third child, in 1974 the 
young couple purchased the home 

next to Tertia’s parent’s house becoming only the third owners of 
415 East Huisache. Arthur started as a delivery boy during college 
for KENS TV. He went on to be a cameraman, director, producer, 
and sales manager for the CBS affiliate. During his twenty five year 
career there Arthur witnessed a virtual 
revolution of technology. He was then 
recruited to run Channel 60 which he did 
for eleven years. Tertia and Arthur have 
three children, Marc, Rossi, and Melanie. 
Tertia speaks fondly of her children 
growing up in a neighborhood full of kids, 
games in the triangle park, and a sense of 
location appreciation. Tertia remembers 
walking her children to school every day 
when they attended St. Anthony’s. She 
also kept up with the previous owner, Mrs. 
Thurmond. When Tertia mentioned that 
her kids were wrecking the spindles on the 
staircase riding a mattress down it like a 
toboggan, her son Jim Thurmond laughed 

and remembered his brothers doing the exact same 
thing. The picture that Tertia paints of growing up 
in this oasis of Monte Vista and the continuity that 
was passed on to her children is like a scene out of 
a Frank Capra movie. It makes me want to move 
to that block.

Tertia and 
Arthur have been 
p h e n o m e n a l 
s u p p o r t e r s 
of the Monte 
Vista Historical 
Association. Their 
dedication to 
historic preser-
vation is ongoing. 
If you meet them 

it is hard not to be uplifted by 
their warm spirit and love of 
their neighborhood. Fittingly the 
triangle park across from their 
house is now named for Tertia’s 
father, Woodrow “Woody” Tucker.Hattie Tucker in 1985 Woody Tucker, golf pro

Thurmond brothers 
in the 1930s with the 
neighborhood donkey

415 E. Huisache in the 1930s
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Monte Vista Resident for over 30 Years

MICHAEL DANIELS
“The Old House Lover”

Matching Vintage Homes
with Contemporary LifestylesTM

108 W. French Pl
San Antonio, TX 78212
210-722-8642
mdaniels444@hotmail.com
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ADVERTISE IN

FOR THE LATEST IN MONTE VISTA VISIT OUR WEBSITE 
www.montevista-sa.org

MONTE VISTA HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION
2014 MEMBERSHIP FORM

For more information, call 737-8212 or visit our web site at www.montevista-sa.org
For Association Membership Dues: January 1 through December 31, 2014

Date: _______________________________ (Please Print)    Renewing Member  ______   New Member _______

1st Name: ___________________________________  2nd Name: ______________________________________ 

Home Address and Zip Code: ____________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address (if different): ___________________________________________________________________

Phone No. Of Choice: _________________________

Email 1: ____________________________________   Email 2: ________________________________________

Please remit to: Monte Vista Membership
P.O. Box 12386
San Antonio, TX 78212

List the top three issues you would like the MVHA Board to address in 2014:
1) _________________________________________________________________________________________
2) _________________________________________________________________________________________
3) _________________________________________________________________________________________

Monte Vista needs volunteers. Please check the following if you are interested:
I would like to serve on the MVHA Board or committee ____________
I would like to host a Third Thursday Social at my home ____________
I would like my home featured on the 2015 MV Home Tour _________
I would like to volunteer to help with the Easter Egg Hunt or 4th of July Picnic ________
I would like to (list your idea)___________________________________________________________________

MVHA Resident Dues $30 Per Household ________    Five Year Membership $120 ___________
Non MV Resident Dues $40 Per Household _______    Five Year Membership $150____________
Business Membership Dues $50_________________   Five Year Membership $200____________
Lifetime Member $450________________________   Lifetime Member Sponsor $1000 ________
Additional Event Sponsorship (List Event)____________________________________________

Total Amount Enclosed $ Check # ________________  Cash ______  PayPal _______ 

P.O. Box 12386 
San Antonio, Texas 78212

Saturday, April 12
Preservation Workshop Series- 
A Formula for Rehabilitation Success 
Landa Library Annex, 10:00 a.m. to 12 Noon

Saturday, May 10
Preservation Workshop Series- 
You’re a National Register Historic District! Now What? 
Landa Library Annex, 10:00 a.m. to 12 Noon

Saturday, May 17
Preservation Month of May 
Amazing Preservation Race for Kids 
9:00 am to 12 Noon

Thursday, April 17
Third Thursday Fiesta celebration at On Main Off Main 
120 West Mistletoe, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
Bring an Appetizer & Wine to Share

Saturday, April 19
Annual Easter Egg Hunt 
Landa Grounds, 10 a.m to 12 p.m..

Thursday, May 15
Third Thursday Social 
Kathleen Sommers shop 
2417 North Main, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
Bring an Appetizer & Wine to Share

As a reminder, there are no Third Thursday gatherings 
during the summer months.

calendar

Monte Vista
H I S TO R I C A L  A S S O C I AT I O N

THE QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER 
OF MONTE VISTA

Circulation about 900 residences.
1/4 page $125

Space is limited. 
Deadline to reserve for the 

Summer issue is May 1.

Phone 737-8212
Email info@montevista-sa.org


